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The  Struggles 
and 

Fruits  of  Faith 


Sesquicentennial  Celebration 


First  Baptist  Church 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  March  4-11,  1962 


A  Faith  That  Is  Personal 


pKE  the  many-splendored  beauty  of  a  stained 
glass  window  is  Christ,  the  Light  of  the  World, 
shining  through  the  life  of  the  faithful  be- 
liever. He  becomes  the  center  of  our  life, 
holding  together  all  the  vari-colored  frag- 
ments of  our  hopes,  our  desires,  our  skills,  our  ambitions, 
our  deepest  interests  and  concerns.  Indeed,  for  the  believer 
in  Christ,  He  becomes  the  ultimate  concern. 

Christianity  is  a  message  of  good  news  to  the  individual, 
about  the  individual — about  how  much  God  really  loves  and 
cares  for  human  souls  one  by  one.  Through  many  genera- 
tions in  our  church,  there  have  been  those  of  stalwart  faith, 
simple  piety  and  deep  devotion  who  have  been  living 
demonstrations  of  what  Christ  means  to  individuals. 

The  Christian  faith  is  an  intensely  personal  matter.  This 
truth  is  proclaimed  for  us  graphically  in  the  parables  of 
the  Lost  Sheep,  the  Lost  Coin  and  the  Lost  Sons.  The 
teachings  of  Jesus,  but  more  so  His  own  attitude  toward 
and  treatment  of  people,  abundantly  declare  to  us  God's 
redeeming  love  for  individual  persons. 

As  such  the  Christian  faith  must  be  appropriated  by 
personal  trust  in  Christ  as  Saviour.  No  proxy  faith  will 
avail.  Personal,  direct  identification  with  Christ  is  the 
heart  of  the  Christian  experience  of  salvation.  There  is 
laid  upon  all  believers,  therefore,  corresponding  personal 
responsibilities.  But  these  obligations  are  discharged  out 
of  gratitude  to  God  for  what  He  does  for  us  in  Jesus 
Christ,  and  not  as  legalistic  efforts  to  obtain  His  favors. 

"By  grace,  then,  through  faith"  are  we  saved — saved 
from  our  pride  and  fear,  our  distrust  and  self-centeredness. 
Like  those  who  have  gone  before  us  we  too  seek  to  make 
Christ  the  center  of  our  lives.  We  find  in  Him  the  Way, 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life  that  God  alone  can  provide. 

Our  earthly  pilgrimage  becomes,  therefore,  a  life  of  lov- 
ing obedience  to  His  purpose  for  man,  whereby  "we  are 
changed  from  one  degree  of  glory  to  the  next,"  until  at 
last  we  shall  be  like  Him  for  all  eternity. 


IN  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  God  continuously  shines  to 
give  us  the  light  of  His  knowledge  and  love.  Like 
those  who  have  preceded  us  here,  may  we  ever  be 
faithful  to  follow  that  Light.  May  each  of  our  lives 
be  like  a  stained-glass  window  through  which  the  holiness 
and  beauty  of  Christ  ever  shine.  May  future  generations 
be  blessed  by  our  individual  faithfulness  and  our  cor- 
porate fellowship. 


Church  Covenant 


Revision,  February  27,  1873 

As  we  trust  we  have  been  brought  by  Divine  Grace  to 
embrace  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  the  influence  of  His 
Spirit  to  give  ourselves  up  to  Him,  so  we  do  now  solemnly 
covenant  with  each  other,  that  God  enabling  us,  we  will 
walk  together  in  brotherly  love;  that  we  will  exercise  a 
Christian  care  and  watchfulness  over  each  other,  and  faith- 
fully warn,  rebuke,  and  admonish  one  another  as  the  case 
shall  require;  that  we  will  not  forsake  the  assembling  of 
ourselves  together,  nor  omit  the  great  duty  of  prayer,  both 
for  ourselves  and  for  others;  that  we  will  participate  in 
each  other's  joys,  and  endeavor,  with  tenderness  and  sym- 
pathy, to  bear  each  other's  burdens  and  sorrows;  that  we 
will  earnestly  endeavor  to  bring  up  such  as  may  be  under 
our  care  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord;  that  we 
will  seek  Divine  aid  to  enable  us  to  walk  circumspectly  and 
watchfully  in  the  world;  denying  ungodliness  and  ever 
worldly  lust;  that  we  will  strive  together  for  the  support 
of  a  faithful  evangelical  ministry  among  us;  that  we  will 
endeavor  by  example  and  effort  to  win  souls  to  Christ;  and 
through  life,  amidst  evil  report  and  good  report,  seek  to 
live  to  the  glory  of  Him  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darkness 
into  His  marvelous  light. 

Supplement,  February  27,  1893 

And  may  the  God  of  peace,  who  brought  again  from  the 
dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  us  per- 
fect in  every  good  work,  to  do  His  will,  working  in  us  that 
which  is  well  pleasing  in  His  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ; 
to  whom  be  glory,  forever  and  forever.  Amen. 


A  1912  Tribute 


"Founded  in  the  day  of  small  things,  struggling  time 
and  again  with  fearful  odds,  and  blessed  ever  and  anon 
by  gracious  revivals,  led  by  some  of  the  best  preachers  of 
the  century  and  with  many  denominational  stalwarts  in 
its  membership,  this  fine  old  church  has  fulfilled  a  noble 
and  far-reaching  ministry.  It  has  obtained  eminence  in 
sound  doctrines  and  good  works,  and  faces  the  future  in 
the  belief  that  the  best  is  yet  to  be  .  .  .  Call  the  roll  of 
pastors  and  they  respond  from  the  front  ranks  of  our 
ministry  in  the  state  and  country.  Prominent  laymen  were 
Pescud,  Heck,  Vass  and  Williams.  The  'elect  ladies'  are 
Miss  Briggs,  Mrs.  Williams,  Mrs.  Graham,  and  Mrs.  Vass." 
— quoted  from  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  of  March,  1912. 


Some  Interesting  "Firsts 


First  Pastor— Elder  Robert  T.  Daniel,  1812. 

First  Church  Clerk— Samuel  Pearson,  1812. 

First  Deacons — Hardy  Sanders,  John  J.  Briggs,  1812. 

First  Deaconesses  elected  as  early  as  1874. 

First  Baptism — Lucinda  G.  Briggs  (had  to  break  the  ice 
in  Rocky  Branch  for  the  service). 

First  Missionary — Foy  Johnson  Willingham  (Mrs.  Farmer). 

First  Membership — 23  members  (9  white,  14  colored). 

First  Location— 209  S.  Person  St.  in  1816.  f 


First  Women's  Working  Society  organized 
1886.   (Dues  were  10  cents  a  month.) 


Miss  Lucinda  G.  Briggs 
First  person  baptized 


A  Fellowship  of  Faith 


[WAS  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go 
into  the  House  of  the  Lord."  For  over  a 
century  a  great  multitude  of  people  have 
echoed  that  joyous  refrain  as  they  came  faith- 
fully into  this  house  of  prayer  and  praise  to 
worship  almighty  God.  To  be  a  Christian  is  to  belong  to  a 
worshipping  community. 

Man,  created  in  the  deathless  image  of  God,  is  made 
for  community.  While  Christian  faith  is  intensely  per- 
sonal, it  is  not  a  private  affair.  The  Christian  is  born  anew 
of  the  Spirit  into  the  family  of  God,  and  enters,  therefore, 
into  inevitable  and  irrevocable  relationship  to  God's  other 
redeemed  children. 

In  the  fellowship  and  ministry  of  the  church  we  learn 
Christ — teaching  and  admonishing  one  another,  and  con- 
tinuing "steadfastly  in  the  apostle's  doctrine  and  fellow- 
ship, and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers."  In  fulfilling 
its  mission,  the  first  act  of  the  church  is  to  worship — in 
praise  and  gratitude  to  thank  God  for  His  grace  in  Christ. 
It  then  goes  on  to  provide  the  spiritual  environment  and 
guidance  whereby  we  may  grow  in  grace  and  knowledge. 
And  beyond  that  to  proclaim  the  good  news  of  God's  re- 
deeming love  to  all  men  everywhere. 

Christ  not  only  died  to  redeem  us  one  by  one,  but,  hav- 
ing remade  our  lives,  He  seeks  to  use  us  as  spiritual  stones 
to  build  anew  the  temple  of  God  on  earth  wherein  His 
Spirit  may  everlastingly  work  to  call  men  back  to  Himself. 
The  church  is  also  His  body — of  which  He  is  Head  and 
animating  Spirit;  and  we  the  members,  belonging  to  and 
needing  each  other,  comprise  a  living  unity  of  faith,  love, 
holiness  and  service,  joy  and  hope.  Like  those  who  wor- 
shipped here  before  us,  we  acknowledge  His  Lordship  and 
seek  to  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  covenant  love  to  aid  one 
another  in  the  Christian  way. 


THE  PEOPLE  of  the  church  compose  the  fellowship 
of  faith.  As  the  spirit  needs  a  body  so  the  church 
needs  a  meeting  house  dedicated  to  prayer  and  the 
glory  of  God.  To  belong  to  Christ  it  is  to  belong 
to  the  spiritual  body  of  Christ,  God's  holy  experiment  for 
redeeming  mankind.  To  belong  to  this  colony  of  Heaven 
is  to  be  in  the  main  stream  of  God's  most  important  work 
on  earth.  To  belong  to  our  fellowship  is  to  belong  to  a 
great  heritage  of  faith,  sacrifice  and  love. 


Pastors  Through  Fifteen  Decades 


1812— Rev.  Robert  T.  Daniel 

1815 — Rev.  Josiah  Crudup,  followed  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Crocker  and  Rev.  James  Woodberry  until  1823  when 
Rev.  Robert  T.  Daniel,  who  since  1812  had  been  sec- 
retary and  agent  of  the  Baptist  General  Meeting, 
forerunner  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  again 
became  pastor. 

1827 — Rev.  Patrick  W.  Dowd,  first  President  of  the  Bap- 
tist State  Convention  (1830). 

1832—  Rev.  James  G.  Hale 

1833—  Rev.  Quinton  H.  Trotman 
1835— Rev.  William  Hill  Jordan 

1839 — Rev.  Amos  J.  Battle,  builder  of  the  brick  church, 
corner  of  Morgan  and  Wilmington  streets. 

1843 —  Rev.  Louis  DuPre,  salary  $450  a  year  of  which  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  paid  $150. 

1844 —  Rev.  John  J.  Finch;  his  wife  that  year  established 
the  Sedwick  Academy  in  Raleigh. 

1848—  Rev.  T.  W.  Tobey,  also  edited  The  Biblical  Recorder 
upon  the  death  of  Rev.  Thomas  Meredith,  who  was 
a  member  of  this  church. 

1849—  Rev.  C.  R.  Jennett  from  Petersburg,  Va. 

1851 — Pulpit  usually  supplied  by  members  of  Wake  Forest 
College  faculty,  including  Dr.  T.  W.  Brooks,  Dr. 
William  Hooper,  President  Wingate  and  others. 

1854—  Rev.  A.  McDowell 

1855 —  Rev.  G.  W.  Johnson,  but  resigned  on  account  of  ill- 
ness. 

1856 —  Rev.  T.  E.  Skinner,  D.D.,  builder  of  present  church. 
1863— Rev.  Thomas  H.  Pritchard,  D.D.,  interim  while  Dr. 

Thos.  E.  Skinner  was  in  Europe. 

1867 —  Dr.  Skinner  resumed  the  pastorate. 

1868—  Dr.  Thos.  H.  Pritchard. 

1874 — Ten  members  organized  what  is  now  the  Baptist 

Tabernacle  Church. 
1879 — Dr.   Skinner,  second  pastorate.    ( Fayetteville  St. 

Church  started  as  a  mission.) 
1886— Rev.  J.  L.  White 
1889— Dr.  J.  W.  Carter  (11  Yrs.) 
1900— Dr.  Alexis  A.  Marshall 
1902— Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree  (8  Yrs.) 
1911— Dr.  T.  W.  O'Kelley 
1927 — Dr.  J.  P.  Tucker 
1938— Dr.  S.  L.  Stealey 

1943 — Dr.  B.  E.  Jones — (See  concluding  note  on  opposite 
page.) 

1960 — Dr.  John  M.  Lewis 


Interesting  Highlights 

By  W.  G.  Briggs 

1812 — March  8 — Organized  in  the  old  State  House  (capi- 
tal), 23  members,  Hardy  Sanders,  John  J.  Briggs 
(deacons),  Samuel  Pearson  (church  clerk),  Elka- 
han  Nutt,  Mary  Sanders,  Elizabeth  Briggs,  Nancy 
Card,  Polly  Greyson,  Tabitha  Hutchins  and  fourteen 
colored. 

1816— Church  cost  about  $700  on  lot  of  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley, 
about  present  209  S.  Person  St.;  1822  by  permission 
of  State  moved  on  Moore  Square  until  about  1834. 
Members  in  1826  were  71  white,  157  colored. 

1840 — Rev.  Amos  J.  Battle,  pastor.  Lot  corner  of  Morgan 
and  Wilmington  streets,  cost  $2,100,  deeded  to  Madi- 
son B.  Royster,  Thompson  Parham,  James  D.  Nunn, 
James  F.  Jordan  and  Joseph  J.  Biggs,  Trustees;  brick 
church  cost  over  $6,000  and  bell,  $80.  Dedicatory 
sermon  by  Rev.  Thos.  Meredith.  Membership — 228 
white,  207  colored. 

1856-1866 — Dr.  Thos.  E.  Skinner,  pastor;  present  site 
bought  and  deeded  to  Alfred  Williams,  A.  M.  Lewis 
and  Robert  Jones,  Trustees.  Dedicatory  sermon, 
1858,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Burrows  of  Richmond,  Va.  Cost 
of  land  and  building  over  $20,000. 

1868 — Colored  members,  who  so  desired,  were  on  motion 
of  Peter  F.  Pescud  and  John  Nichols,  church  clerk, 
granted  letters  to  form  a  separate  church. 

1902-1910— Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree,  pastor,  church  remodeled  cost 
$32,000. 

1911-1927— Dr.  T.  W.  O'Kelley,  pastor.  Sunday  school  ad- 
dition built. 

Pastors  since  1928— Dr.  J.  P.  Tucker,  Dr.  Sydnor  L. 
Stealey,  Dr.  Broadus  E.  Jones,  and  Dr.  John  M. 
Lewis. 

During  period  1954-1959  major  renovations  were  made 
to  the  entire  church  structure,  totalling  more  than  $200,000. 
In  1959  adjoining  property  was  purchased  for  later  ex- 
pansion. 


The  Outreach  of  Faith 


'.E  CHURCH  looks  out  on  the  world — a  world 
loved  of  God,  a  world  for  whom  Christ  died. 
The  church  proclaims  to  all  men,  in  all  sta- 
tions of  life,  in  all  areas  of  life,  God's  prophetic 
word  of  judgment  that  it  might  proclaim  God's 
redemptive  word.  For  a  century  and  a  half  God's  people 
here  have  sought  to  be  true  to  that  mission.  We  would  fol- 
low in  their  train. 

"The  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus"  that  sets 
us  free  from  the  "law  of  sin  and  death"  is  the  power  of  the 
Cross  as  the  inner  dynamic  of  our  whole  being — the  dying 
to  self  that  Christ  might  live  in  us. 

Just  as  the  individual  Christian  must  lose  his  life  to  find 
it,  so  must  the  church  live  not  for  itself  but  for  Him.  The 
church,  too,  must  lose  its  life — in  the  hurt  and  sin,  in  the 
weakness  and  needs  of  humanity.  Through  the  years  there 
have  poured  forth  from  this  fellowship  into  the  world's  life, 
men  and  women  who  have  been  God's  salt  and  light  for 
the  healing  of  men  and  nations.  The  church  is  in  the  world 
but  not  of  it.  Its  mission  extends  to  all  men  everywhere. 

The  struggles  and  fruits  of  faith  through  fifteen  decades 
give  proof  that  our  church  has  sought  to  be  faithful  to  this 
high  calling.  Its  ministry  is  one  of  concern  that  God's 
sovereign  wisdom  and  grace  might  be  applied  to  all  human 
needs  and  problems.  Its  supreme  mission  is  to  make  God 
known  as  He  has  revealed  Himself  in  Christ.  This  the 
church  must  do  through  its  own  fellowship  by  precept  and 
example. 

As  Christ  carried  the  whole  world  in  His  heart,  so  must 
the  church  have  the  whole  world  in  its  heart.  So  through 
multiple  relationships  of  cooperation  with  those  of  like 
faith,  our  church  has  sought  to  mobilize  its  members'  time, 
talent  and  treasure  to  the  end  that  God  might  be  glorified 
and  the  knowledge  of  His  love  might  come  to  "cover  the 
earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  seas." 


AS  a  sentinel  of  holy  light,  guardian  of  truth,  and 
proclaimer  of  God's  love,  the  church  stands  firm, 
^"towering  o'er  the  wrecks  of  time."  Ever  true  to  our 
mission,  on  this  strategic  corner,  we  would  continue  to 
sing— 

" Where  cross  the  crowded  ways  of  life, 

Where  sound  the  cries  of  race  and  clan, 
Above  the  noise  of  selfish  strife, 
We  hear  Thy  voice,  O  Son  of  Man!" 


Some  Former  Pastors 


Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree 
1902-1910 


Dr.  Thomas  W.  O'Kelley 
1911-1927 


Preaching  the  Faith 


|ND  HE  GAVE  some  to  be  apostles  "  Through 

the  one  Spirit,  God  gives  varying  gifts  to 
different  men.  Thus  His  church  is  supplied 
with  workers  of  many  types  for  the  doing  of 
many  tasks — all  under  the  spiritual  leadership 
of  a  pastor,  Christ's  undershepherd  for  His  flock. 

Our  church  has  been  singularly  blessed  throughout  its 
history  by  a  succession  of  able,  dedicated  and  earnest  min- 
isters. God  has  kept  His  promise  to  send  such  men  amongst 
us.  For  this  continual  blessing  we  give  Him  thanks. 

The  minister's  first  responsibility  is  to  God  who  has  called 
him  as  His  spokesman.  To  proclaim  the  redemptive  Word 
of  the  Lord  is  his  unique  and  high  calling.  The  Spirit  con- 
tinues to  set  aside  those  called  deacons  to  "care  for  tables" 
that  the  minister's  hands  might  be  free  to  break  the  bread 
of  life  for  hungry  and  needy  souls.  To  lead  the  church  in 
worship  and  in  the  proper  observance  of  the  ordinances  is 
a  necessary  component  of  this  task. 

The  minister  must  shepherd  the  flock  in  compassionate 
services  of  many  kinds,  "weeping  with  those  who  weep, 
rejoicing  with  those  who  rejoice."  In  sickness  and  in  health, 
in  poverty  and  in  wealth,  he  serves  as  spiritual  counselor 
and  consoler,  as  constant  companion  of  the  way  and  con- 
fident burden  bearer  of  his  flock. 

Though  responsible  for  the  general  oversight  of  the 
church's  ministry  and  administration,  as  spiritual  leader, 
the  minister  is  to  be  neither  tyrant  nor  dictator,  for  he 
acknowledges  with  all  the  brethren  that  Christ  alone  is 
Lord  of  the  church.  His  service  is  rendered  best,  therefore, 
in  the  spirit  of  fellowship  engendered  by  mutual  respon- 
sibility, shared  by  able  associates,  and  the  entire  congrega- 
tion. Ultimately,  the  ministry  of  the  Word  is  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  whole  church. 


John  M.  Lewis 


THE  church  lives  by  the  Word  of  God.  This  requires 
a  faithful  proclamation  of  Christ,  who  is  the  Word  of 
God.  Without  strong,  clear,  relevant  preaching  a 
church  is  weak.  Therefore,  a  free  and  responsible  pulpit  is 
one  of  the  chief  assets  of  any  congregation.  The  man  who 
stands  there  does  so  as  God's  appointed  servant — whose 
hands  must  ever  be  held  high  by  the  prayers  of  the  congre- 
gation. And  so  from  the  beginning  our  church  covenant  has 
always  called  us  to  responsible  support  of  the  minister  in 
his  holy  calling. 


Organization 
Leaders 

Mrs.  Robert  N.  Simms,  Jr. 

President 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 


Edgar  M.  Wyatt 
General  Superintendent 
Sunday  School 


Albert  L.  Haskins,  Jr. 
Director  Training  Union 


Richard  L.  Rice,  President 
Brotherhood 


The  Struggles  and 
Fruits  of  Faith 


Historical  Sketch  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
Raleigh,  N.  G. 

If  the  150-year-old  history  of  Raleigh's  First  Baptist 
Church  could  be  summarized  in  one  word,  that  word  would 
be  ''stability."  Over  the  years,  there  have  been  innumerable 
instances  of  this  characteristic  in  this  church,  which  has 
come  to  be  both  an  institution  and  a  tradition. 

Perhaps  the  quality  of  fitting  itself  to  changing  times 
without  any  change  in  emphasis  on  essential  things  can 
best  be  demonstrated  by  examining  in  reverse  order  the 
four  words  of  the  name. 

Above  all  else,  this  institution  has  been  and  is  a  church  of 
God.  The  primary  and  overriding  purpose  of  its  member- 
ship has  been  to  live  Christian  lives  and  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Christianity  both  by  precept  and  example. 

The  church  has  also  remained  a  Baptist  church  in  name 
and  in  fact.  It  has  adhered  to  Baptist  doctrine  and  the  Bap- 
tist form  of  organization  without  ever  acquiring  any  quali- 
fying prefix  or  suffix. 

Moreover,  the  "First"  in  the  name  means  more  than  its 
relation  to  time.  The  dictionary  definition  of  "first"  applies 
both  to  time  and  quality.  The  church  has  recognized  the 
challenge  implicit  in  its  name  and  has  striven  to  improve 
its  quality  as  its  age  increased. 

Finally,  the  church  is,  and  has  been  for  150  years,  an 
integral  part  of  the  life  of  Raleigh.  That  does  not  mean  that 
the  church,  as  such,  has  influenced  or  sought  to  influence 
political  or  other  activities  with  which  it  had  little  concern. 
But  the  city  of  Raleigh  and  the  people  of  Raleigh  have  al- 
ways been  able  to  call  for  and  to  receive  support  from  mem- 
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bers  of  the  church  for  any  movement  calculated  to  make 
Raleigh  a  more  worth-while  place  in  which  to  live.  The 
church  itself  has  joined  in  such  movements  when  such 
action  was  appropriate. 

The  physical  location  of  the  church  also  attests  it  sta- 
bility. Organized  in  the  Capitol  while  Raleigh  was  still  a 
village,  the  church  has  always  been  in  that  vicinity.  More 
than  100  years  ago  it  established  itself  on  its  present  site, 
directly  facing  the  Capitol.  That  the  church  intends  to 
remain  at  its  historic  location  was  attested  three  years 
ago  when  adjacent  property  was  purchased  with  a  view 
to  future  expansion. 

While  the  First  Baptist  Church  has  retained  its  central 
location  and  has  a  member- 
ship drawn  from  the  entire 
city,  it  has  not  resisted  the 
trend  toward  churches  being 
located  to  serve  particular 
urban  areas.  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  encouraged  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  churches  and 
has  been  wholly  or  partly  re- 
sponsible for  the  establish- 
ment of  nearly  all  of  the  other 
Baptist  churches  in  Raleigh. 

Still  another  fact  of  sta- 
bility is  the  relatively  small 
number  of  pastors  ( 24 )  who 
have  served  it  during  the  150 
years  which  included  periods 
when  frequent  changes  in  pas- 
tors was  the  usual  practice  in 
Baptist  churches.  That  the 
custom  of  long  pastorates  is 
likely  to  continue  was  evi- 
denced in  the  selection  of 
the  present  pastor  who  was 
38  years  of  age  when  he  was 
chosen  after  careful  screening 
of  all  available  persons. 

One  outstanding  instance  of 
the  forward-looking  attitude 
of  the  church  has  been  its  con- 


sistent  emphasis  upon  the  Sunday  school,  the  high  quality 
of  which  through  the  years  has  been  widely  recognized  in 
Raleigh  and  elsewhere.  Enlargement  and  improvement  of 
the  present  physical  Sunday  school  facilities  are  included  in 
present  plans  for  future  expansion. 

No  detailed  recital  of  the  events  which  make  up  the  long 
history  of  the  church  will  be  attempted  here.  A  complete 
history  of  the  church  as  disclosed  in  the  minutes  of  church 
meetings  for  its  first  100  years  is  available  in  a  thesis 
written  in  1945  for  a  master's  degree  at  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege by  L.  J.  Morriss.  The  Publications  Committee  has 
drawn  upon  his  research  in  the  preparation  of  this  sketch. 

Only  ten  years  ago,  on  the  140th  anniversary  of  the 
church,  a  significant  historical  address  was  delivered  by 
the  late  Willis  G.  Briggs.  This  address  contains  a  state- 
ment of  the  highlights  of  the  history,  much  of  which  was 
personally  known  to  the  speaker,  whose  father,  the  late 
Thomas  Henry  Briggs,  Jr.,  delivered  a  similar  address  on 
the  100th  anniversary  of  the  church  in  1912. 
One  Constant  In  fact>  the  name  Briggs  is  the  only  one  which  has  ap- 
Name  peared  constantly  on  the  rolls  of  the  church  since  its  organi- 

zation. John  J.  Briggs  was  one  of  two  deacons  ordained  when 
the  church  was  founded.  However,  there  are  numerous  per- 
sons in  the  present  congregation  whose  families  have  been 
represented  in  the  church  membership  for  several  gen- 
erations. 

When  the  First  Baptist  Church  (then  and  until  1883 
named  The  Raleigh  Baptist  Church)  was  formed  on  March  8, 
1812,  it  was  preceded  by  only  the  Methodists,  who  had  or- 
ganized what  is  now  the  Edenton  Street  Methodist  Church 
ten  months  earlier.  The  Presbyterians  built  their  first 
church  in  Raleigh  in  1826,  and  it  was  followed  by  the  first 
Episcopal  Church  in  1829. 

For  more  than  a  century  Capitol  Square  has  almost  been 
surrounded  by  churches.  This  church,  The  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Christ  Episcopal  Church  and  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  (Negro),  an  offspring  of  the  white  church  of 
the  same  name,  all  face  the  Capitol  from  corner  lots  lo- 
cated at  intersections  surrounding  the  Square — which  in  its 
early  years  was  called  Union  Square. 

The  first  Capitol  was  called  the  State  House.  After  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1831,  it  was  replaced  by  the  present 
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Capitol,  which  is  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest 
examples  of  Doric  architecture  in  the  United  States. 

The  Legislature  of  1831  appropriated  $50,000  for  the  new 
building,  which  was  not  complete  until  1840  at  a  total  cost 
of  $53,674.46.  But  the  people  of  the  State,  although  they 
were  quite  poor,  never  complained  about  the  cost. 

The  pride  of  the  people  in  their  Capitol,  across  the  street 
from  the  First  Baptist  Church,  is  manifested  in  two  provi- 
sions of  the  1959  law  authorizing  a  new  State  House  for  the 
use  of  the  General  Assembly  at  a  cost  of  $5,330,000,  ex- 
cluding the  cost  of  land.  Those  provisions  require  the  office 
of  the  Governor  to  remain  in  the  Capitol  "forever"  and  re- 
quire future  sessions  of  the  Legislature  to  be  opened  and 
closed  in  the  old  Capitol  building.  Some  questions  have 
been  raised  as  to  the  design  and  cost  of  the  new  State  House. 

The  old  State  House,  however,  was  a  great  boon  to  the 
Christian  people  of  the  village  of  Raleigh  in  its  early  days. 
A  site  embracing  the  Wake  County  Court  House,  at  a  place 
then  called  Bloomsbury,  was  chosen  in  1792  for  the  capital 
city  and  was  carefully  planned  to  serve  the  needs  in  much 
the  same  way,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,  as  Washington, 
the  nation's  capital.  For  a  number  of  years  Raleigh  was 
governed  by  a  commission  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
State's  lawmakers,  a  practice  still  followed  in  Washington 
but  long  since  abandoned  in  Raleigh. 

The  one  thing  of  greatest  interest  to  Baptists  and  other 
religious  groups  in  Raleigh's  early  years  was  the  complete 
freedom  of  any  and  all  groups  to  use  the  State  House  for 
meetings.  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  of  the  Methodist  Church 
held  the  first  religious  meeting  in  the  old  State  House  in 
1800,  six  years  after  its  completion  in  1794.  Ministers  of 
other  denominations  conducted  similar  services  from  time 
to  time,  and  local  members  of  different  faiths  held  meetings 
of  their  own  upon  occasion. 

The  most  notable  of  these  meetings,  so  far  as  the  Baptists    Born  on 
were  concerned,  was  held  on  March  8,  1812,  when  Elders    Capitol  Square 
Robert  Daniel  and  Zodac  Bell  preached  and  then  organized 
the  first  Baptist  church  ever  to  exist  in  Raleigh. 

Of  the  original  23  members  of  the  church,  all  of  whom 
were  admitted  on  letters  from  the  Cool  Springs  Baptist 
Church  10  miles  south  of  Raleigh,  four  were  listed  as  "white 
male,"  five  as  "white  female,"  five  as  "colored  male"  and 
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nine  as  "colored  female."  The  latter  two  groups,  who  were 
slaves  owned  by  white  members,  are  listed  in  the  church 
records  only  by  their  first  names,  such  as  "Jack,"  "Hannah,"  etc. 

At  the  organization  meeting  two  deacons,  Harvey  Sanders  and 
John  J.  Briggs,  and  a  church  clerk,  Elhannon  Nutt,  were  elected, 
but  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  for  four  months. 

On  July  9  Elder  Daniel,  one  of  the  two  organizers  of  the  Ra- 
leigh Baptist  Church,  accepted  a  unanimous  call  to  become  its  first 
pastor.  The  struggling  church  had  to  wait  much  longer  for  a  place 
of  its  own  in  which  to  worship,  a  church  building  not  being  built 
for  six  years. 

The  new  church,  however,  became  active  in  statewide  affairs 
before  it  had  a  church  building  or  a  pastor.  The  church  enter- 
tained Baptists  from  all  over  the  State  who  assembled  here  in 
July  1812  to  organize  a  "General  Meeting."  In  another  meeting  at 
the  Wake  Cross  Roads  Baptist  Church  this  organization  was  com- 
bined with  an  older  organization,  the  Baptist  Philanthropic  Mis- 
sionary Society.  This  merger  was  the  forerunner  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention,  which  held  its  first  session 
in  1830  and  elected  the  Rev.  Patrick  W.  Dowd,  then  pastor  of  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Church,  as  its  first  president. 

The  Convention  has  met  at  Raleigh  at  frequent  intervals  since 
then.  Perhaps  the  most  memorable  of  these  sessions  was  the  one 
in  1856  when  the  convention  made  its  first  firm  commitment  for 
substantial  financial  support  for  Wake  Forest  College,  which  had 
begun  operations  as  a  Baptist  college  in  1834.  Funds  were  also 
raised  at  this  Convention  for  the  present  building  of  this  church. 
The  First  The  Raleigh  pastorate  of  Elder  Daniel,  the  first  of  two  tenures, 

Pastor  lasted  only  three  years.  But  in  that  short  time  he  more  than 

doubled  the  membership  of  the  church  and  inspired  enthusiasm 
before  leaving  to  resume  the  missionary  work  which  had  first 
brought  him  to  Raleigh. 

Robert  Thomas  Daniel  was  a  remarkable  man  and  a  powerful 
preacher.  In  fact,  he  was  regarded  by  many  as  the  most  eloquent 
individual  in  North  Carolina.  He  possessed  tremendous  energy 
and,  although  he  was  almost  entirely  self-educated,  that  fact 
was  not  apparent  to  those  who  heard  him  preach.  He  was  born 
in  Virginia,  as  were  a  large  number  of  North  Carolinians  of  his 
period.  He  was  reared  in  Chatham  County  and  was  ordained  in 
1802  at  the  age  of  24.  After  leaving  this  State  permanently  in 
1826,  he  did  missionary  work  in  Mississippi,  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

Elder  Josiah  Crudup,  second  pastor  of  the  church,  was  a  pic- 
turesque character  and  under  his  ministry  the  first  church  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1816  on  South  Person  Street  on  land  where 
the  Salvation  Army  now  has  a  building.  When  called  to  the 
pastorate,  Elder  Crudup  was  well  educated  and  popular  as  a 
speaker.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1813;  apparently 
he  surrendered  the  pastorate  about  1818. 
1820  In  the  meantime  Elder  Crudup  became  interested  in  politics 

and  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  Wake  County  in  1820 
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but  was  expelled  from  that  body  after  three  days  of  heated  de- 
bate for  violation  of  a  clause  in  the  1776  Constitution  which 
forbade  a  minister  from  holding  public  office.  The  defence  of 
Elder  Crudup  was  that  he  was  not  actively  in  charge  of  the 
church  at  the  time  of  his  election  or  service. 

But  Elder  Crudup  was  not  through  with  either  the  ministry  or 
politics.  In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the 
district  embracing  Wake  County  and  served  in  the  17th  Congress 
(1821-1823).  He  was  elected  from  Granville  County  to  the  1835 
Constitutional  Convention  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  body.  The  1868  Convention  eliminated  the  pro- 
vision under  which  Elder  Crudup  had  been  expelled  from  the 
General  Assembly,  and  he  is  believed  to  have  been  the  only 
victim  of  the  provision.  From  time  to  time  several  ministers, 
usually  inactive,  have  since  served  in  the  Legislature  without 
question. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  date  on  which  Elder  Crudup  ceased 
to  be  pastor  of  the  church,  but  the  records  do  show  that  Elder 
Thomas  Crocker  was  pastor  in  1821.  Evidently,  his  pastorate  was  a 
brief  one,  as  there  are  records  showing  that  the  church  was  in  a 
"languishing  condition"  prior  to  1822  and  that  the  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  visiting  ministers.  Among  them  were  Elders  Bell  and 
Daniel,  who  had  helped  found  the  church. 

In  1822  Elder  Daniel  was  recalled  for  his  second  pastorate,  Elder  Daniel 
which  lasted  until  1826  and  marked  the  greatest  growth  the  Returns 
church  had  experienced  up  to  that  time.  Among  the  first — and 
most  effective — actions  of  Elder  Daniel  was  securing  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature  for  removal  of  the  church,  which  had  been 
erected  in  1816,  across  the  street  and  to  the  center  of  Moore 
Square.  The  square  contained  a  grove  of  beautiful  oak  trees 
and  became  known  as  the  "Baptist  Grove."  That  name  has  re- 
mained appropriate  in  this  century  by  the  presence  of  the  Taber- 
nacle Baptist  Church  facing  that  square.  A  second-hand  bell, 
called  a  "cow  bell"  by  outsiders,  was  a  source  of  pride  to  the 
members,  as  was  a  set  of  newly  acquired  candlesticks  used  for 
evening  services. 

The  new  location  proved  to  be  a  popular  one,  and  Elder 
Daniel  was  successful  in  arousing  the  interest  of  young  people, 
many  of  whom  had  shunned  the  church  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  "unfashionable."  Lucinda  Briggs  was  the  first  young  per- 
son admitted  to  the  church.  Ice  was  broken  in  1822  in  Rocky 
Branch  in  order  that  she  might  be  baptized. 

Elder  Daniel  also  instituted  sunrise  services  on  Sunday  and 
took  steps  to  increase  the  interest  of  Negro  members.  In  1823 
one  Joseph,  a  slave  of  Sherwood  Haywood,  was  appointed  to 
officiate  for  members  of  his  race  at  the  Lord's  Supper;  and  in 
the  same  year  permission  was  granted  for  any  colored  minister 
of  like  faith  "possessing  proper  credentials"  to  preach  in  the 
church  whenever  it  was  not  being  used  by  white  members. 

These  and  other  activities  led  to  great  growth  of  the  church. 
The  membership  in  1823  rose  to  54,  double  the  number  of  a 
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year  before,  and  by  1826  when  Elder  Daniel  again  resigned, 
there  were  224  members  of  whom  two-thirds  were  Negroes.  But 
success  as  a  pastor  did  not  affect  the  desire  of  Elder  Daniel  to 
travel,  and  he  again  resumed  his  missionary  efforts  in  other 
Southern  states. 

The  next  pastor  of  the  church  was  an  unusual  young  man, 
the  Rev.  Patrick  W.  Dowd,  who  first  came  to  Raleigh  to  study 
theology  under  Dr.  William  McPheeters,  then  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  However,  Dowd  desired  to  become  a  Baptist 
minister  and  attracted  the  favorable  attention  of  Elder  Daniel, 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  young  man  to  attend  Columbian 
College  at  Washington,  D.  C.  When  Elder  Daniel  resigned,  his 
protege  was  elected  to  take  his  place.  However,  a  year  elapsed 
before  the  new  pastor  completed  his  studies  and  was  ordained. 

The  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dowd  began  in  March  1827  and 
lasted  for  five  years.  During  that  time  he  acquired  a  wide  repu- 
tation as  a  preacher  and,  as  has  been  noted,  became  the  first 
president  of  the  State  Baptist  Convention  when  it  was  organized 
in  1830.  Under  the  Dowd  pastorate  many  new  members  were 
added  to  the  church,  but  the  pastor  was  unable  to  cope  with 
dissensions  within  the  church  that  grew  to  a  point  that  led  to 
the  temporary  dissolution  of  the  church  in  1835. 

During  most  of  its  history,  the  First  Baptist  Church  has  been 
as  sturdy  as  the  oak  trees  in  the  "Baptist  Grove"  and  throughout 
Raleigh,  which  led  to  the  once  widely  used  nickname  "City  of 
Oaks." 

But  the  church  became  quite  sick  in  the  eighteen  thirties. 
When  the  Rev.  Patrick  Dowd  left  in  1832,  he  was  followed  in 
quick  succession  by  the  Rev.  James  G.  Hall  and  Elder  Quen- 
ton  H.  Troutman,  each  of  whom  remained  exactly  one  year. 

When  Elder  William  Hill  Jordan  became  pastor  of  the  church 
in  1834,  it  was  so  torn  with  strife  over  doctrinal  and  other  ques- 
tions that  the  new  pastor  asked  the  Raleigh  Association  to 
"examine  the  affairs  of  the  church."  The  chief  disagreement 
was  over  missions,  which  the  pastor  espoused.  After  lengthy 
discussion  the  association  ordered  the  church  dissolved. 

A  final  meeting  was  held  in  1835  to  determine  which  of  the 
rival  groups  should  control  the  building.  A  majority  was  mus- 
tered by  the  opponents  of  the  pastor  and  those  who  had  formerly 
been  leaders  in  the  church.  At  this  time  the  very  existence  of 
a  missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh  was  threatened.  The 
group  which  had  won  possession  of  the  church  property  began 
disputing  among  themselves,  and  most  of  them  joined  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  Those  who  remained  dwindled  in  number  and  moved 
away  from  Moore  Square.  The  building  which  had  housed  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Church  in  the  "Baptist  Grove"  for  12  years  was 
then  sold  to  a  Negro  congregation. 

But  the  church  refused  to  die.  The  same  John  J.  Briggs  who 
was  an  original  deacon  led  in  the  reorganization,  and  Elder 
Jordan  continued  to  minister  to  his  erstwhile  flock.  The  church, 
while  forced  to  meet  in  a  room  over  a  store  on  Fayetteville 
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Street,  increased  its  membership  and  regained  the  enthusiasm 
and  unity  which  had  marked  it  before  the  days  of  dissension. 
It  also  stood  firmly  for  the  missionary  spirit. 

In  this  period  also  the  women  of  the  church  first  assumed  a 
prominent  role  in  the  activities  of  the  church.  Their  leader  was 
Mrs.  Sarah  Stone,  the  widow  of  David  Stone,  a  banker,  and  the 
only  son  of  Governor  David  Stone.  She  organized  and  served  as 
the  first  president  of  the  Woman's  Working  Society,  which  was 
a  forerunner  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  which  later 
became  an  important  feature  of  all  Baptist  Churches.  Mrs.  Stone 
later  became  Mrs.  Alfred  Williams  and  was  prominent  in  the 
church  for  many  years. 

The  lack  of  a  church  building  was  keenly  felt,  and  when  1838 
Elder  Jordan  resigned  in  1838,  the  church  began  looking  for  a 
pastor  to  lead  a  building  movement.  The  right  man  was  found 
in  the  Rev.  Amos  J.  Battle  of  Edgecombe  County,  the  grandson 
of  an  early  Baptist  leader,  Elisha  Battle,  and  brother  of  Judge 
William  H.  Battle.  He  lost  no  time  in  buying  a  lot  facing  Capitol 
Square  at  the  southeast  intersection  of  Morgan  and  Wilmington 
streets  for  $2,100  and  erecting  a  brick  church  costing  over 
$6,000.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  in  May  1840.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  Meredith,  editor  and  founder  of  The  Biblical  Recorder, 
official  organ  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  Meredith  College  was  later  named  after  him. 

Although  the  pastor  gave  a  total  of  $3,300  toward  paying  the  Embarrassing 
debt  for  the  new  building,  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  Debt 
paying  the  debt  in  full.  The  man  who  built  the  steeple  brought 
suit  for  his  money.  That  case  was  settled  out  of  court,  but  the 
Bank  of  Cape  Fear  issued  a  writ  of  execution  on  a  mortgage 
for  $1,800.  This  too  was  settled  out  of  court  and  the  church  re- 
tained title  to  the  property. 

The  incident,  however,  led  to  an  erroneous  tradition  that  the 
Rev.  Amos  J.  Battle  was  imprisoned  for  nonpayment  of  the  debt. 
That  did  not  happen,  but  the  financial  difficulties  greatly  dis- 
turbed the  pastor  who  offered  his  resignation  in  1841.  It  was 
reluctantly  accepted,  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Battle  stayed  on  until 
1844,  devoting  his  time  to  raising  money  to  pay  the  debt,  a 
service  for  which  he  was  paid  $40  a  month.  In  1843  the  pastoral 
duties  were  assumed  by  the  Rev.  Louis  J.  Dupree,  who  served 
until  late  in  1844,  when  he,  too,  resigned. 

With  the  debt  apparently  settled,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Finch  became 
pastor  of  the  church,  which  resumed  the  growth  with  which  the 
debt  had  interfered.  Despite  the  embarrassment  to  the  pastor  and 
the  church  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  in  paying  the  debt,  the 
Baptists  of  Raleigh  owe  much  to  the  Rev.  Amos  J.  Battle.  Without 
him  the  church  building  would  never  have  been  erected  and 
lacking  an  adequate  building,  the  subsequent  growth  would  have 
been  impossible. 

The  church  had  another  period  of  growth  under  the  ministry  Conditions 
of  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Finch  (1845-1849).  The  most  important  single  Stabilized 
step  was  the  organization  of  the  Sunday  school  with  Peter 


25 


Francisco  Pescud  as  superintendent.  Prior  to  that  time  there 
had  been  union  Sunday  schools  in  the  city  and  Sunday  school 
classes  in  the  different  churches.  Mr.  Pescud  made  of  the  Sun- 
day school  an  institution  within  itself.  He  conducted  annual 
picnics  and  Christmas  cantatas.  He  served  as  superintendent  for 
more  than  15  years.  ' 

In  conjunction  with  his  wife,  the  pastor  organized  the  Sedge- 
wick  Seminary  for  girls,  and  Mrs.  Finch  operated  the  school 
successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  During  this  period  the  church 
gained  two  other  prominent  women  leaders,  the  wife  of  Governor 
William  A.  Graham  (1845-1849)  and  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Battle. 

The  church  also  made  advances  in  decorum.  The  pastor  frowned 
upon  and  virtually  ended  the  practice  of  "shouting"  and  the 
church  adopted  a  motion  decreeing  that  the  washing  of  feet 
should  be  done  in  private. 

In  1848  the  church  reluctantly  accepted  the  resignation  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Finch  and  voted  to  give  him  $100  as  a  gift  in  order 
that  he  might  go  to  White  Sulphur  Springs  for  treatment.  He 
continued  to  make  Raleigh  his  home  and  died  in  January  1850, 
a  victim  of  tuberculosis. 

Although  without  a  permanent  pastor  from  July  1,  1848,  until 
October  1850,  the  church  continued  to  hold  services  with  its  ill 
former  pastor  and  other  ministers  at  times  preaching  and  with 
laymen  conducting  other  services.  During  this  period  the  church 
called  four  ministers  to  serve  as  pastor,  but  all  declined  for 
various  reasons. 

Nor  was  church  discipline  neglected  during  this  period.  Church 
minutes  show  that  numerous  members  were  cited  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Board  of  Deacons  or  the  Executive  Committee  to  answer 
charges  of  misconduct  or  nonpayment  of  church  dues. 


An  early  interior 
of  the  sanctuary 


During  the  period  one  member  was  expelled  for  immoral 
conduct  and  several  for  "conduct  unbecoming  a  Christian"  and 
other  causes.  Some  of  those  charged  were  acquitted,  and  others 
were  given  lesser  punishment.  The  usual  action  for  nonpayment 
of  dues  was  withdrawal  of  fellowship  pending  payment  of  amounts 
in  arrears. 

The  most  significant  expulsion  in  this  era,  and  perhaps  the  Significant 
most  significant  in  the  history  of  the  church  conference,  was  Expulsion 
that  of  I.  G.  M.  Buffaloe  in  1849.  At  the  April  monthly  meeting 
of  the  church  conference  the  Executive  Committee  reported  him 
"as  being  guilty  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  Christian,  in  having 
formed  a  co-partnership  for  the  purpose  of  speculation  in  Ne- 
groes." The  conference  ordered  that  "the  said  Brother  be  re- 
quired to  cease  from  such  traffic  and  to  make  suitable  apology 
to  the  church."  The  deacons  were  instructed  to  inform  Mr. 
Buffaloe  of  the  action. 

At  the  May  meeting,  with  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Finch  presiding, 
the  conference  was  informed  by  the  deacons  that  "the  said 
Brother  positively  declined  to  comply  with  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  conference."  Thereupon  he  was  unanimously  expelled  for 
"conduct  unbecoming  a  Christian." 

This  action  showed  clearly  the  attitude  of  Christians  in  North 
Carolina  in  general,  and  the  membership  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Church  in  particular,  toward  the  slave  traffic  12  years  before 
the  War  between  the  States  and  at  a  time  when  many  members 
of  the  church  owned  slaves. 

The  action  becomes  even  more  significant  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  church  minutes  show  that  only  a  few  months  previously 
Mr.  Buffaloe  was  not  only  an  active  member  of  the  church  but 
a  highly  regarded  one.  In  September  1848  he  was  placed  on  a 


The  sanctuary  at  a 
somewhat  later  period 


committee  to  inform  the  Rev.  James  Holmes  of  New  York  City 
that  he  had  been  elected  as  supply  pastor  for  three  months.  Others 
on  the  committee  were  P.  F.  Pescud  and  I.  F.  Jordan,  for  many 
years  leaders  in  the  church. 

The  newly  elected  supply  pastor  came  to  Raleigh  to  take  up 
his  duties  but  apparently  never  served.  About  the  time  of  his 
arrival  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  an  imposter  and  his  cre- 
dentials were  forgeries.  He  returned  to  New  York  immediately, 
and  at  its  next  meeting  the  church  conference  closed  the  matter 
by  appointing  J.  J.  Briggs  to  make  apologies  in  the  newspaper 
and  to  brand  Holmes  an  impostor. 

Another  highlight  in  church  discipline,  but  one  in  which  the 
comic  aspects  outweighed  the  serious  ones,  occurred  at  a  later 
period  when  the  late  Major  W.  W.  Vass  was  summoned  before 
a  church  conference  to  answer  the  charge  of  attending  a  circus. 
The  respondent,  for  many  years  an  outstanding  leader  of  the 
church,  "brought  down  the  house"  by  a  graphic  description  of 
what  he  had  seen  at  the  circus.  After  that,  the  charge  was  quietly 
dropped. 

In  1850  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Tobey,  former  missionary  to  China,  as- 
sumed the  pastorate.  However,  very  shortly  thereafter  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Meredith,  owner  and  editor  of  The  Biblical  Recorder, 
died  and  the  church  at  the  request  of  the  Meredith  family  per- 
mitted the  pastor  to  assume  the  editorship.  It  was  two  more  years 
before  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tobey  was  able  to  devote  his  full  time  to 
the  pastorate.  The  church  continued  the  decline  which  had  be- 
gun in  1828.  In  1852,  however,  a  revival  was  held  in  the  church 
by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Reynoldson,  a  Baptist  from  Ireland,  who  was 
holding  a  series  of  revivals  in  the  United  States.  Not  only  Bap- 
tists, but  the  entire  populace  of  the  city  were  stirred,  and  the 
church  regained  the  ground  it  had  lost. 

The  Tobey  pastorate  lasted  until  1853,  when  he  resigned  be- 
cause the  ill  health  of  his  wife  forced  her  to  live  in  a  different 
climate.  The  next  two  pastors  were  the  Rev.  A.  McDowell  and 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Johnston,  who  served  for  one  year  each.  Their 
pastorates  were  without  incident,  except  a  sharp  dissent  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Johnston  to  the  church's  practice  of  assessing  dues 
against  members  and  requiring  their  payment.  The  practice  was 
soon  abolished. 


The  year  1856  can  justly  be  called  the  most  important  single 
year  in  the  history  of  the  church  since  its  founding  in  1812.  In 
that  year  The  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  ceased  to  be  a  struggling 
institution,  frequently  dependent  upon  outside  support  and  some- 
times with  its  very  existence  in  serious  doubt.  It  became  instead, 
and  has  remained,  an  institution  worthy  of  the  capital  city  of  a 
growing  state. 
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The  marked  change,  as  with  previous  periods  of  recovery,  was 
directly  traceable  to  a  single  man,  and  as  before,  that  man  was 
a  new  pastor.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Skinner,  son  of  one  of  the  wealthiest 
planters  in  the  State,  became  pastor  of  the  church  on  February  2, 
1856.  Dr.  Skinner  was  well  prepared  for  the  task  of  revitalizing 
the  church,  and  the  congregation  was  ready  to  go  forward  with 
him. 

Dr.  Skinner  was  the  youngest  son  of  Charles  Worth  Skinner 
of  Perquimans  County,  the  owner  of  2,600  acres,  half  of  it  in 
cultivation,  and  extensive  fisheries.  The  elder  Skinner  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  in  1830  and 
contributed  liberally  to  all  Baptist  causes. 

Thomas  E.  Skinner  entered  Wake  Forest  College,  then  called 
Wake  Forest  Institute,  and  went  from  there  to  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was  graduated.  After  farming  for  a 
while,  he  studied  theology  and  received  a  doctorate  from  a 
theological  school  in  New  York  City.  When  he  came  to  Raleigh, 
he  had  already  gained  a  reputation  beyond  the  borders  of  this 
State.  At  the  time  he  received  the  call  to  Raleigh,  he  was  pastor 
of  a  church  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  had  merely  stopped  in 
Raleigh  on  his  way  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  to  consider  a  call  from 
the  largest  Baptist  church  in  that  city. 

Dr.  Skinner's  pastorate  in  Raleigh  extended  over  a  span  of  31 
years  but  was  marked  by  two  interruptions  during  both  of  which 
Dr.  Thomas  H.  Pritchard,  later  president  of  Wake  Forest  College, 
served  as  pastor.  Dr.  Pritchard  served  for  two  years  as  interim 
pastor  during  Dr.  Skinner's  leave  of  absence  and  for  12  years, 
before  Dr.  Skinner  began  his  second  pastorate  in  1880.  Dr. 
Pritchard  like  Dr.  Skinner  was  an  eloquent  preacher  and  an 
able  organizer.  The  two  pastorates  were  so  closely  interwoven 
that  to  some  extent  they  may  be  regarded  as  one. 

In  1856  it  was  realized  by  many  that  the  church  had  outgrown 
the  Wilmington  Street  church,  which  had  seemed  so  adequate 
when  it  was  proudly  dedicated  in  1840.  Dr.  Skinner  immediately 
undertook  vigorously  securing  a  new  site  and  raising  the  money 
for  a  commodious  and  well-appointed  church  building.  The  con- 
gregation, which  until  that  time  had  been  likewarm  to  the  idea 
of  a  new  building,  responded  enthusiastically  to  the  challenge 
of  its  new  pastor. 

The  pastor,  Alfred  Williams,  Major  Thomas  E.  Lewis  and    Present  Site 
Robert  M.  Jones,  acting  as  trustees,  acquired  the  lot  on  the  Acquired 
corner  of  W.  Edenton  and  Salisbury  streets  on  which  the  church 
now  stands,  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  raise  the  neces- 
sary funds.  Most  of  that  was  accomplished  at  the  meeting  of  the 
State  Baptist  Convention  held  at  Raleigh  in  1856. 

Before  the  convention  met,  Dr.  Skinner  had  obtained  pledges 
of  $1,000  each  from  five  individuals,  and  during  the  convention 
he  persuaded  each  of  them  to  double  the  amount.  The  individuals 
were  the  pastor;  C.  W.  Skinner,  father  of  the  pastor;  Richard 
Felton,  also  of  Eastern  North  Carolina;  Major  A.  M.  Lewis  and 
Mrs.  Alfred  Williams,  both  of  Raleigh. 
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With  the  well-known  Dr.  A.  M.  Poindexter  making  two  stirring 
speeches,  the  convention  raised  $44,000  in  pledges  for  Wake  For- 
est College  and  $18,750  for  the  Raleigh  church,  a  considerable 
part  of  the  latter  amount  coming  from  residents  of  Raleigh.  Ad- 
ditional pledges  totalling  $15,000  were  later  raised  by  local 
efforts.  These  sums,  together  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  old  building,  approximated  the  cost  of  the  new  building,  in- 
cluding the  lot,  steeple,  furniture  and  other  appurtenances. 

The  funds  for  the  new  building  marked  the  end  of  the  de- 
pendence of  the  Raleigh  Church  upon  the  State  Convention  and 
the  beginning  of  substantial  support  of  the  Convention  by  the 
church.  In  1856  the  denomination  paid  half  of  the  pastor's  salary 
(then  $800),  but  the  church  raised  the  entire  salary  thereafter 
and  from  time  to  time  increased  the  amount.  It  is  true  that  the 
church  has  continued  to  have  minor  financial  difficulties  even  until 
the  present.  Since  1856  the  church  has  not  only  been  on  its  own 
but  contributed  generously  to  the  work  of  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion. 

Period  of  In  1857-1858  the  church  had  a  period  of  rapid  growth.  A  suc- 

Rapid  Growth  cessful  revival  was  held  in  1857  and  another,  the  next  year.  The 
new  church  was  joyfully  dedicated  in  November  1858  with  Dr. 
J.  L.  Burrows,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  preaching  the  sermon. 
By  prearrangement  the  State  Baptist  Convention  met  in  Raleigh 
and  started  its  session  with  the  dedicatory  service.  Thus,  the 
close  ties  between  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  the  Convention 
were  strengthened  by  the  participation  of  the  latter  in  both 
fund-raising  activities  for  the  new  building  and  the  dedication 
thereof.  However,  delays  in  construction  and  furnishing  resulted 
in  dedicating  the  building  before  its  completion.  In  fact,  regular 
services  did  not  begin  in  the  new  building  until  September  11, 
1859. 

The  building  has  served  the  denomination  and  the  city  of 
Raleigh  well.  It  has  been  in  use  for  103  years,  and  there  is  no 
indication  that  it  will  be  abandoned  in  the  foreseeable  future. 
On  the  contrary,  a  valuable  lot  adjacent  to  the  present  building 
was  purchased  in  1959  with  a  view  to  further  expansion. 

There  have  already  been  extensions  for  church  activities, 
chiefly  the  Sunday  school,  the  last  of  these  taking  place  in  1926. 
Also,  the  church  building  proper  has  been  renovated  from  time 
to  time,  the  last  such  major  occasion  having  been  in  1956  at  a 
total  cost  of  over  $140,000,  including  such  improvements  as  air 
conditioning,  new  pews,  new  lighting  fixtures,  new  carpets,  and 
substantial  repairs  to  the  church  organ.  But  basically  the  main 
structure  is  the  same  one  which  was  dedicated  in  1859  and  which 
is  far  from  the  end  of  its  usefulness. 
More  Lenient  Beginning   with  the   pastorate  of  Dr.   Skinner,   the  church 

Policy  adopted  a  more  lenient  policy  in  some,  but  not  all,  disciplinary 

matters.  For  example,  in  1858  persons  charged  with  being  in- 
toxicated were  reprimanded  and  told  to  "go  and  sin  no  more." 
Previously,  the  uniform  penalty  for  the  offense  had  been  ex- 
pulsion. At  the  same  time,  however,  the  church  reiterated  its 
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stand  that  any  connection  with  the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages 
should  be  punished  by  expulsion.  The  change  in  regard  to  dis- 
cipline removed  the  cause  of  much  of  the  bickering  which  had 
almost  wrecked  the  church  a  quarter  of  a  century  earlier. 

Before  the  new  church  was  occupied,  all  of  the  pews  were 
rented  except  16  which  were  reserved  "for  those  who  could 
and  would  not  rent  and  for  strangers."  After  due  notice,  the 
pews  were  rented  at  auction,  annual  rentals  ranging  from  $4  to 
$18.  The  practice  of  renting  pews  became  quite  controversial  and 
was  abandoned  after  a  brief  trial. 

The  church  rejoiced  when  the  new  baptistry  was  put  into  use 
in  1860.  A  large  congregation  was  present  for  the  baptism  of 
three  persons:  During  the  same  year  plans  were  made  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Baptist  Female  Seminary  in  Raleigh.  Dr. 
Skinner  secured  permission  to  act  as  agent  for  raising  funds  for 
the  school  and  refused  to  accept  a  salary  from  the  church  or 
the  school  while  engaged  in  that  endeavor.  The  school  was  not 
established  until  1870,  however.  Dr.  William  Royal  became  its 
first  head.  This  school  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Baptist  Female 
University,  which  was  chartered  in  1891  and  later  became  Mere- 
dith College.  In  1860  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  was  at  a  high 
peak  of  usefulness. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  church  encountered  dif- 
ficulties. A  decrease  in  interest  and  in  contributions  was  due  in 
large  part  to  the  outbreak  of  the  War  Between  the  States  in 
1861  and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Nation  prior  to  actual 
hostilities. 

In  1861  Dr.  Skinner  tendered  his  resignation  on  the  ground 
that  his  "possessions"  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  demanded  his 
attention  because  of  war  conditions.  The  church  refused  to  accept 
the  resignation  and  offered  to  obtain  supply  ministers  and  to 
give  the  pastor  any  leave  of  absence  he  might  need  in  order  to 
look  after  his  "possessions." 

Dr.  Skinner  then  revealed  to  a  church  conference  that  there 
was  a  "more  weighty"  reason  for  his  resignation.  He  identified 
this  reason  as  the  "cold  and  lukewarm  state"  of  the  church. 
Both  collections  and  attendance  had  fallen  off  sharply,  and  the 
pastor  had  agreed  to  forego  his  salary  for  the  year  and  had 
furnished  one  of  his  servants  as  sexton  of  the  church  for  the 
occasion. 

The  reaction  of  the  congregation  was  one  of  repentance  and 
promises  to  do  better  thereafter.  The  pastor  agreed  to  remain 
on  the  condition  that  "the  brethren  would  be  more  punctual 
and  faithful"  in  the  future.  As  in  1856  and  1859,  the  State 
Baptist  Convention  met  fortuitously  at  Raleigh  in  November 
1861  shortly  after  Dr.  Skinner  had  offered  and  withdrawn  his 
resignation.  Dr.  John  A.  Broadus,  who  attended  the  convention 
as  an  agent  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  re- 
mained in  Raleigh  to  conduct  a  fruitful  revival.  The  Seminary, 
the  oldest  Baptist  theological  school  in  the  South,  was  established 
in  1859,  and  Dr.  Broadus  later  was  to  become  its  president. 
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During  this  and  succeeding  years  "The  War"  was  of  great  con- 
cern to  the  congregation.  One  of  the  first  actions  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  Confederacy  was  to  call  for  gifts  of  all  avail- 
able metal  in  the  South.  The  first  direct  gift  of  the  church  to  the 
war  effort  was  the  donation  of  the  church  bell. 

As  soon  as  North  Carolina  seceded  from  the  United  States, 
the  women  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  joined  a  community 
organization  of  women  to  aid  the  Confederate  cause.  Approxi- 
mately one  month  after  the  fighting  began,  the  organization 
delivered  to  the  Confederate  Army  the  following:  1,500  mat- 
tresses, 600  towels,  300  jackets,  200  pantaloons,  400  fatigue  shirts, 
and  200  haversacks.  The  women  conducted  the  activities  of  the 
cutting  and  distributing  departments  of  their  work  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church,  while  the  sewing  depart- 
ment was  located  in  the  State  Capitol. 
1863  In  1863  Dr.  Skinner  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to  visit 

Europe  "on  business  of  a  private  and  denominational  character." 
Shortly  before  he  left,  the  church  received  its  first  bequest  of 
$1,000  as  a  permanent  endowment  under  the  will  of  Miss  Susan 
Parrish.  The  bequest  was,  of  course,  in  Confederate  money  and 
appears  to  have  been  wiped  out  by  the  fortunes  of  war.  How- 
ever, the  donation  served  as  an  example  for  others,  and  the 
church  has  received  a  number  of  gifts,  12  of  which  are  now  in 
existence  as  trust  funds. 

The  church  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  Dr.  Thomas  H. 
Pritchard  as  pastor  pro  tempore  during  Dr.  Skinner's  absence 
and  was  in  such  good  financial  condition,  despite  the  war,  that 
it  was  able  to  pay  him  a  salary  of  $2,400  a  year,  the  highest 
sum  ever  paid  up  to  that  time.  Dr.  Pritchard  was  one  of  the 
better  known  Baptist  ministers  in  America.  At  the  outbreak  of 
"The  War"  he  had  resigned  the  pastorate  of  a  large  church  in 
Baltimore  because  his  sympathies  were  with  the  South.  At  the 
time  that  he  agreed  to  come  to  Raleigh,  he  was  engaged  in 
preaching  to  Confederate  troops. 

However,  as  early  optimism  concerning  the  South's  winning 
the  war  lessened,  the  effects  of  a  sense  of  impending  disaster 
were  felt  throughout  the  South.  Generally  speaking,  the  sur- 
render of  General  Lee  on  April  9,  1865,  marked  the  end  of  the 
war. 

War  Comes  For  Raleigh,  however,  the  end  was  postponed.  The  war  actually 

to  Raleigh  came  to  Raleigh  four  days  later.  General  Johnson  was  still  lead- 

ing a  forlorn  segment  of  the  Confederate  Army.  The  Con- 
federates were  pursued  by  Federal  forces,  led  by  General 
Sherman.  The  retreating  Confederates  passed  through  Raleigh 
on  April  10,  and  the  "Yankees"  arrived  three  days  later.  The 
city  promptly  surrendered,  but  the  invading  soldiers,  or  some  of 
them,  remained  for  months,  although  the  main  force  stayed  only 
one  month. 

Under  orders  of  General  Sherman  the  arms  of  all  Raleigh  citi- 
zens were  confiscated.  The  people  of  the  city  were  protected. 
But  life  in  Raleigh  during  the  occupation  was  far  from  normal. 
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The  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  suspended  all  regular  services,  and 
no  church  records  were  kept  from  April  until  July  1865.  How- 
ever, Dr.  Pritchard,  the  pastor  pro  tern,  preached  every  Sunday 
to  those  soldiers  and  civilians  who  chose  to  attend  the  service. 

In  May  Dr.  Skinner  returned  from  his  trip  to  Europe  and 
resumed  his  pastorate  after  the  church  refused  to  accept  his 
proffered  resignation.  Dr.  Pritchard  left  in  July  to  accept  a 
pastorate  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  the  church  resumed  its 
regular  activities. 

The  period  of  Reconstruction  in  the  South,  which  began  in 
1865,  was  a  time  of  political  turmoil  in  Raleigh,  although  the 
church  was  not  directly  involved  as  it  had  been  during  the 
conduct  of  the  war. 

In  1870  Governor  W.  W.  Holden  and  Mrs.  Holden  were  two 
of  55  converts  in  a  revival  at  the  church  during  the  last  three 
weeks  of  November.  Governor  Holden  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  church  by  baptism  about  the  time  of  his  removal 
from  office  on  December  15,  1865,  by  the  Legislature.  His  im- 
peachment grew  out  of  the  issuance  of  certain  state  bonds  while 
he  was  in  office.  The  bonds  were  repudiated  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  illegally  issued  by  an  earlier  Legislature  which  con- 
tained a  large  number  of  newly  enfranchised  Negroes  and  was 
dominated  by  "carpetbaggers." 

He  remained  an  active  member  of  the  church  until  1886,  when 
he  was  removed  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  "he  having 
connected  himself  with  a  church  of  a  different  faith."  Also  he 
was  replaced  as  one  of  the  trustees  holding  title  to  church 
property  by  Mr.  L.  R.  Wyatt.  During  the  16  years  of  his  con- 
nection with  the  church,  he  served  alongside  and  in  harmony 
on  church  matters  with  many  members  who  held  far  different 
political  views. 

Prior  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  the  Negro  members  of  the  Negroes  Form 
church  had  presented  no  real  problem,  although  a  division  among  Own  Church 
them  had  arisen  in  1859  when  there  were  three  groups  of 
Negroes  with  conflicting  views  about  whether  or  not  they  should 
stay  in  the  white  church.  One  group  wanted  to  retain  the  old 
church  on  Wilmington  Street;  another  wanted  to  form  a  sepa- 
rate church,  and  a  third  wanted  to  remain  in  the  white  church. 
When  a  majority  voted  to  stay  in  the  white  church,  that  settled 
the  matter. 

But  by  the  time  Dr.  Skinner  returned  to  the  pastorate,  there 
was  definite  unrest  among  the  Negroes.  They  had  held  from  the 
beginning  the  privilege  of  holding  separate  services  when  the 
church  was  not  in  use.  But  in  1865  they  sought  and  received 
permission  to  form  their  own  separate  Sunday  school  within  the 
church.  In  the  same  year  a  separate  Negro  Baptist  church  was 
formed  in  Raleigh,  but  it  attracted  few  members  of  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Church.  At  that  time  the  church  had  approximately  500 
members,  about  200  of  whom  were  Negroes. 

In  1868  the  bulk  of  the  Negro  members  requested  and  ob- 
tained letters  of  dismissal  and  formed  their  own  church,  al- 
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though  a  few  of  them  continued  to  worship  at  the  white  church. 
The  Negro  Baptist  Church  first  purchased  a  lot  on  Salisbury 
Street  between  North  and  Johnson  streets.  In  1899  the  church, 
then  known  as  the  Negro  First  Baptist,  acquired  the  site  on 
Wilmington  Street  across  from  Capitol  Square  which  the  white 
church  had  sold  to  the  Catholic  Church  in  1859. 
1867  With  the  church  still  not  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 

war,  Dr.  Skinner  resigned  in  1867  to  become  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  church  was  again  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Pritchard,  who  had  served  as 
pastor  pro  tern  from  1863  to  1865.  Dr.  Pritchard  became  pastor 
in  1868.  The  membership  of  the  church  had  dropped  from  405 
to  290  in  1867  with  the  loss  divided  between  the  two  races, 
although  the  Negro  members  did  not  depart  in  a  body  until  the 
first  year  of  the  Pritchard  pastorate. 

Raising  money  was  difficult  in  the  years  following  the  war, 
but  the  church  improved  its  position  and  during  the  Pritchard 
pastorate  erected  a  parsonage  directly  across  from  the  church  on 
Edenton  Street. 

In  1871  the  church  finally  ended  the  custom  of  renting  pews, 
which  had  been  done  in  some  years  and  not  in  others  since 
1859.  The  last  year  in  which  pews  were  rented  was  1870,  and  in 
1871  the  church  adopted  the  "Wilmington  plan"  of  assessing 
members  as  was  done  in  the  Baptist  church  in  Wilmington. 

Under  this  plan  (a  variation  of  those  previously  used  in  Ra- 
leigh) the  membership  was  divided  among  the  deacons,  and 
each  deacon  was  made  responsible  for  assessing  those  assigned 
to  him  in  accordance  with  "ability  to  pay."  Each  deacon  was 
allowed  an  assistant  collector,  who  could  be  a  woman.  This 
practice  enlarged  the  role  of  women  in  the  church.  That  role 
was  further  enlarged  in  1874,  when  the  church,  upon  the  in- 
sistence of  Dr.  Pritchard,  voted  27  to  4  to  elect  four  deaconesses 
— contrary  to  the  prevailing  practice  of  the  times. 
First  The  four  deaconesses  were  Miss  Sallie  Towles,  Mrs.  A.  M. 

Deaconesses  Lewis,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Swepson  and  Miss  Anna  Justice.  Mrs.  Swep- 
son  was  the  best  known  of  the  four,  partly  because  of  herself 
and  partly  because  of  her  husband,  a  banker  and  railroad  builder, 
who  became  identified  in  the  public  mind  with  the  repudiated 
bonds  of  the  "carpetbagger  era."  He  is  described  in  the  "Prince 
of  Carpetbaggers"  by  Jonathan  Daniels  as  an  associate  of  General 
Milton  Littlefield,  the  chief  character  in  the  book. 

None  of  the  ill  feeling  against  her  husband  seems  to  have  been 
directed  against  Mrs.  Swepson  (the  former  Virginia  Yancey  and 
a  member  of  a  prominent  Virginia  family).  Mrs.  Swepson  had 
a  large  home  on  Hillsboro  Street  and  was  a  liberal  contributor 
to  the  church.  Upon  her  death  in  1901  (19  years  after  her  hus- 
band's demise)  she  bequeathed  to  the  church  land  she  had  pre- 
viously permitted  the  church  to  use.  This  land  together  with 
another  portion  of  the  old  Swepson  property,  which  was  pur- 
chased later,  is  now  occupied  by  an  extension  to  the  church 
used  for  Sunday  school  purposes.  Mrs.  Swepson  also  made  a  be- 
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quest  of  $1,000  in  cash  for  the  use  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society. 

So  far  as  is  known,  no  more  deaconesses  were  elected  by  the 
church  until  1925,  when  the  election  of  deaconesses  (which  by 
that  time  had  become  a  fairly  general  practice  in  Baptist 
churches)  was  begun  as  a  regular  and  continuing  practice. 

In  1874  the  missionary  spirit  was  strong  in  the  church.  A  Sun-  1874 
day  school  had  already  been  established  on  Swain  Street  on  a  lot 
purchased  in  1872.  On  this  a  building  had  been  erected  and 
dedicated  in  May  1874.  In  September  of  that  year  J.  S.  Allen, 
N.  B.  Broughton,  W.  T.  Womble,  Henry  Mitchell,  Bettie  Nichols 
and  Carrie  Wilson  were  excused  from  contributions  to  support 
the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church  on  the  ground  that  they  were  en- 
gaging in  working  at  and  supporting  the  Swain  Street  Sunday 
School,  of  which  Mr.  Allen  was  superintendent  and  Mr.  Brough- 
ton, assistant. 

On  November  15,  1874,  these  people  and  several  other  mem- 
bers of  the  church  became  charter  members  of  the  Swain  Street 
Church,  which  was  organized  on  that  date.  The  council  for  the 
church  was  composed  of  Dr.  Pritchard  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Huff- 
man, who  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  new  church.  A  few 
years  later  the  church  became  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of 
Raleigh.  Still  later  the  church  erected  its  present  building  facing 
Moore  Square,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Tabernacle 
Baptist  Church.  In  the  following  year  plans  were  instituted  to 
start  a  third  Baptist  chrch,  but  these  plans  did  not  mature  until 
the  next  decade. 

Also  in  1874  the  church  revised  the  Articles  of  Faith,  Church 
Covenant,  and  Rules  of  Decorum  (the  name  of  this  document 
being  changed  to  Standing  Resolutions).  Only  minor  changes 
have  since  been  made  in  these  documents. 

In  1875  J.  D.  Nunn,  an  humble  carpenter  who  had  long  been  The  Nunn 
an  active  member  of  the  church,  died.  He  was  a  childless  widower  Legacy 
and  willed  to  the  church  his  property,  valued  at  $6,127.07.  The 
reason  for  giving  his  entire  estate  to  the  church  is  clearly  stated 
in  his  will:  "My  relatives  and  my  wife's  relatives  are  very 
numerous  and  to  divide  my  estate  among  so  many  would  be  of 
little  good  to  any  of  them."  This  bequest,  the  principal  of  which 
has  remained  intact,  remains  the  largest  trust  fund  ever  estab- 
lished by  one  individual  for  the  endowment  of  the  church. 

During  Dr.  Pritchard's  pastorate  the  church  passed  resolutions 
strongly  condemning  card  playing  and  dancing,  and  the  church 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  discipline  its  members  for  these 
and  other  forms  of  conduct  opposed  by  the  church.  In  addition, 
there  was  strong  insistence  upon  financial  contributions  by  all 
members. 

Dr.  Pritchard  resigned  in  July  1879  to  become  president  of 
Wake  Forest.  The  church  reluctantly  accepted  his  resignation 
and  passed  a  resolution  congratulating  the  trustees  of  Wake 
Forest  upon  selecting  Dr.  Pritchard  to  become  head  of  the  college. 

At  the  close  of  the  Pritchard  pastorate  the  church  was  in  a 
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strong  financial  position  and  was  paying  the  pastor  $2,500  a 
year,  the  largest  salary  paid  prior  to  1911.  During  Dr.  Pritchard's 
tenure  a  parsonage  was  built,  portions  of  the  church  building 
renovated,  a  new  roof  put  on  the  church,  the  basement  car- 
peted, and  upholstered  seats  installed.  Also  plans  had  been  made 
for  a  third  white  Baptist  church  in  the  city. 

During  that  pastorate  the  church  greatly  increased  its  contri- 
butions to  all  causes  supported  by  the  State  Convention  and  en- 
larged its  library  to  1,200  volumes. 

Much  of  the  growth  was  in  the  Sunday  school,  a  growth  due 
in  part  to  expansion  of  the  infant  class,  which  had  been  or- 
ganized in  1865  with  12  children  and  Dr.  W.  I.  Royster  as  su- 
perintendent. Subsequently  Mayor  William  H.  Dodd  and  Mrs. 
Dodd  presided  over  the  infant  class  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. By  1875  the  Sunday  school  had  become  recognized  as  the 
largest  in  the  State,  and  the  infant  class  was  so  large  that  a 
separate  room  was  built  for  it  on  the  Swepson  lot.  This  room 
had  a  capacity  of  300  with  the  children  seated  in  tiers. 

After  Dr.  Pritchard  departed,  the  church  persuaded  Dr. 
Thomas  E.  Skinner  to  become  its  pastor  again.  He  returned  to 
Raleigh  in  September  1879.  During  the  12  years  he  was  away 
he  had  served  churches  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia. 

In  1880  a  lot  was  purchased  and  a  Sunday  school  started  in 
the  western  part  of  the  city  near  the  fairgrounds.  However,  no 
building  was  erected  and  the  project  died  after  a  few  months. 

A  series  of  revival  services  was  conducted  in  1881  by  the 
evangelist,  E.  A.  Earle,  who  had  conducted  a  very  successful  re- 
vival in  1870,  resulting  in  56  admissions  to  the  church.  The 
1881  revival  was  also  successful,  but  the  number  of  converts  is 
not  shown  in  the  minutes. 

On  March  20,  1883,  the  church  changed  its  name  from  The 
Raleigh  Baptist  Church  to  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh. 
As  the  Swain  Street  Church,  organized  in  1874,  had  grown, 
erected  a  new  building  and  dedicated  itself  under  the  name 
"Second  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh"  and  as  a  movement  was  al- 
ready on  foot  for  another  Baptist  Church,  the  membership  of 
the  "Mother  Church"  felt  that  its  name  was  no  longer  appropri- 
ate. The  present  name  is  actually  the  third  (and  presumably 
the  last)  for  the  "Mother  Church."  After  the  church  was  dis- 
solved and  reorganized  in  1836,  it  was  called  The  New  Raleigh 
Baptist  Church;  but  the  "New"  was  quickly  dropped.  Although 
the  Church's  name  was  not  changed  officially  until  1893,  the 
present  name  was  used  unofficially  as  early  as  1874. 

In  1884  a  third  Baptist  church  in  Raleigh  became  a  reality. 
A  "mission  house"  was  first  established,  and  by  December  it  be- 
came a  full-fledged  church  under  the  name  of  Fayetteville 
Street  Baptist  Church.  The  moving  spirit  in  the  enterprise  was 
John  T.  Pullen,  Raleigh  banker,  who  was  the  church  clerk  of 
this  church  at  the  time  and  left  to  become  one  of  the  original 
deacons  of  the  new  church  when  it  was  dedicated  on  Decem- 
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ber  28,  1884.  The  Presbytery  consisted  of  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Skinner, 
the  Rev.  Alvin  Betts  and  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Bailey. 

The  church  ultimately  became  two  churches.  When  Mr.  Pullen 
died  some  30  years  later,  he  bequeathed  to  the  church  several 
parcels  of  valuable  real  estate,  and  the  Pullen  Memorial  Baptist 
Church  was  erected  at  the  intersection  of  Fayetteville  and  South 
streets.  In  1921  the  church  burned  in  the  same  fire  that  partially 
destroyed  the  original  Rex  Hospital.  The  church  then  divided. 
A  majority  voted  to  move  to  a  site  adjacent  to  Pullen  Park  and 
North  Carolina  State  College.  Both  of  these  institutions  have  a 
strong  connection  with  the  Pullen  family.  Richard  Stanhope  Pul- 
len gave  the  park  to  the  city  and  also  donated  the  original 
campus  of  North  Carolina  State  College.  Pullen  Hall,  the  first 
building  erected  on  the  campus,  was  named  for  him. 

The  majority  insisted  that  the  proposed  church  would  serve 
more  residents  of  Raleigh  as  well  as  State  College  students. 
Many  of  the  students  of  Meredith  College  have  continued  over 
the  years  to  attend  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Proponents  of  the 
church  also  cited  the  fact  that  the  late  Mr.  Pullen  had  been 
interested  keenly  in  the  establishment  of  a  Baptist  church  in  the 
western  section  of  the  city.  Opponents  insisted  as  firmly  that 
the  church's  benefactor  had  been  interested  primarily  in  a  church 
in  the  southern  part  of  town  "to  serve  poor  people." 

The  controversy  was  resolved  by  the  church's  moving,  carrying 
with  it  the  name  and  the  funds  obtained  from  the  Pullen  estate. 
The  First  Church  assisted  directly  in  the  move  by  donating  to 
Pullen  Memorial  Baptist  Church  a  lot  in  that  part  of  the  city 
which  had  been  acquired  earlier  for  a  church  that  was  never 
built. 

In  addition  to  the  churches  already  mentioned,  the  following     The  "Mother 
churches  owe  their  development  to  support  from  the  "Mother  Church'' 
Church":  North  Street,  Caraleigh,  Emmanuel,  Pilot,  Forest  Hills 
and  St.  John's  in  Raleigh  and  Samaria  near  Raleigh. 

Also  this  church  has  cooperated  with  other  Baptist  churches 
through  the  Raleigh  Council  of  Baptist  Churches  and  the  Central 
and  Raleigh  Associations  (which  were  merged  under  the  name 
of  the  latter  in  1944)  in  the  formation  of  other  churches.  The 
current  Raleigh  telephone  directory  lists  30  Baptist  churches  of 
all  natures  and  description. 

In  1884  the  church  mourned  the  passing  of  Peter  Francisco 
Pescud,  who  was  the  first  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  served  for  a  long  time  as  a  deacon.  In  1937  eight  com- 
munion plates  were  presented  to  the  church  as  a  gift  from  his 
daughter,  Miss  Mollie  Pescud,  who  lived  in  New  Orleans. 

In  1886  an  important  step  was  taken  by  the  consolidation  of 
women's  groups  in  the  church  into  the  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety. The  first  president  was  Mrs.  J.  M.  Heck.  Her  daughter, 
Miss  Fannie  E.  S.  Heck,  became  the  best  known  Baptist  woman 
engaged  in  mission  work  in  the  South.  She  was  not  only  active 
in  Raleigh  but  also  served  for  many  years  as  president  of  the 
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North  Carolina  Woman's  Missonary  Union  and  for  several  of 
those  years  headed  the  same  organization  in  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention. 

Following  the  death  of  Miss  Heck  in  1915,  she  was  succeeded 
as  head  of  the  State  organization  by  Mrs.  W.  N.  Jones  (the 
former  Miss  Sallie  Bailey).  For  many  years  Mrs.  Jones  and  her 
husband  were  outstanding  members  of  this  church. 

In  April  1886  Dr.  Skinner  presented  his  final  resignation  as 
pastor,  and  it  was  accepted.  Resolutions  were  passed  expressing 
gratitude  for  the  growth  of  the  church  during  the  31  years  of 
the  combined  pastorates  of  Dr.  Skinner  and  Dr.  Pritchard. 

The  church  was  flourishing  in  other  respects  but  was  ex- 
periencing some  financial  distress.  The  church  was  in  arrears 
$750  in  the  pastor's  salary  and  called  the  Rev.  J.  L.  White  to 
serve  as  pastor  for  $900,  compared  to  the  $2,000  which  had 
been  the  salary  previously.  In  April  1887,  with  the  church  still 
owing  Dr.  Skinner  $87,  it  was  proposed  that  evening  services  be 
held  at  5:00  p.m.  until  the  gas  bill  was  paid.  That  resolution, 
along  with  others  dealing  with  debt,  was  laid  over  from  month 
to  month  until  August,  when  they  were  withdrawn  and  matters 
had  apparently  been  adjusted. 
Membership  In  the  brief  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  White  improvements  were 

Increased  made  to  the  church  property  and  the  membership  was  increased 

substantially.  This  increase  was  due  to  a  nondenominational  re- 
vival held  in  this  city  in  1887  by  the  Rev.  C.  G.  Pearson,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  an  evangelist,  who  had  conducted  a 
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very  successful  revival  in  Charlotte.  The  revival  began  in  No- 
vember and  lasted  four  weeks.  The  original  plan  had  been  to 
hold  services  for  one  week  in  each  of  the  four  largest  churches 
in  the  city.  The  evangelist  objected  to  this  plan,  and  all  of  the 
services  were  held  in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  which  had  previ- 
ously been  designated  as  the  site  of  the  first  week's  meetings. 

After  the  revival  the  pastor  made  a  written  report  to  the 
church  in  which  he  stated:  "About  500  professed  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  almost  an  equal  number  of  backsliders 
were  reclaimed.  Every  church  in  the  city  was  revived  .  .  .  Never 
in  the  history  of  Raleigh  has  there  been  such  a  religious  awaken- 
ing." Of  the  500  converts,  88  joined  First  Baptist  Church. 

In  March  1888  the  pastor  tendered  his  resignation  on  the 
grounds  that  he  did  not  care  to  minister  to  the  church  for  $75 
and  that  he  objected  to  the  practice  of  annual  calls  of  pastors. 
The  resignation  was  reluctantly  accepted. 

Again  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  for  an  extended  period, 
this  time  10  months.  However,  the  church  had  reached  the  point 
that  there  were  sufficient  ministers  in  its  own  congregation  and 
available  elsewhere  to  fill  the  pulpit  on  every  Sunday. 

Finally  Dr.  J.  W.  Carter  of  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  ac- 
cepted a  call  effective  January  1,  1889.  Dr.  Carter  was  a  pic- 
turesque individual  who  was  described  by  the  late  Willis  G.  Briggs 
in  his  address  in  1942  as  a  man  of  "giant  stature,  titanic  brain 
and  tremendous  voice." 

Dr.  Carter  had  other  qualities  also.  He  was  a  successful  or- 


Sallie  Bailey  Jones 

"She  was  a  Hannah  to  her  children, 
A  Dorcas  to  the  poor,  a  Phebe  in  her  church, 
A  Lydia  to  missionaries,  a  Priscilla  to 
seekers  after  truth,  a  Deborah  in  the  army 
of  Immanuel,  a  Mary  at  the  feet  of  her 
Lord." 

Dr.  Hight  C.  Moore 
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ganizer  and  promptly  organized  the  church  in  accordance  with 
his  ideas.  One  of  his  first  acts  was  to  divide  the  city  into  dis- 
tricts with  a  deacon  assigned  to  each.  The  duty  of  each  deacon 
was  to  furnish  full  information  from  his  district  regarding  de- 
portment, removals,  the  sick,  the  poor  and  strangers. 

Perhaps  the  most  effective  use  of  Dr.  Carter's  talent  for  or- 
ganization was  through  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  of  which 
the  pastor's  wife  served  for  one  year  as  president.  With  the 
encouragement  of  Dr.  Carter  and  under  the  leadership  of  Miss 
Fannie  Heck,  the  society  formed  an  auxiliary  of  young  women 
and  other  organizations  for  younger  people. 

The  church,  during  this  period,  had  its  share  of  disciplinary 
problems.  Among  other  things,  card  playing  and  dancing  received 
considerable  attention.  The  church  reiterated  its  opposition  to 
these  practices,  and  a  resolution  adopted  some  years  earlier  was 
printed  and  distributed  among  the  members.  Some  members 
wanted  the  resolution  given  the  status  of  "positive  law,"  but 
the  harsher  measure  was  not  adopted. 

A  West  End  Mission  was  built  in  1892  and  flourished  for  a 
while  but  eventually  died. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  has  always  taken  great  pride 
in  the  fact  that  one  of  the  original  members  of  its  auxiliary 
was  sent  as  a  missionary  to  Japan.  She  was  Mrs.  Foy  Johnson 
Willingham,  who  after  her  return  to  this  country,  married  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Farmer,  who  later  became  editor  of  The  Biblical  Re- 
corder. 

Three  women  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  church  for 
many  years  died  during  Dr.  Carter's  pastorate.  They  were  Mrs. 
Alfred  Williams,  who  had  been  one  of  the  largest  contributors 
to  the  church  for  60  years;  Miss  Lucinda  Briggs  (1802-1896), 
who  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  church  when  she  joined  it 
in  1822  and  the  oldest  when  she  died  at  the  age  of  94;  and 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Vass,  who  was  leader  of  the  choir  for  28  years.  The 
Rev.  Columbus  Durham,  who  was  Corresponding  Secretary  (now 
Executive  Secretary)  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  and  who 
like  nearly  all  of  his  predecessors  and  successors  in  that  position 
was  a  member  of  this  church,  also  died  during  the  same  period. 
1899  At  Dr.  Carter's  resignation,  effective  December  31,  1899,  the 

church  passed  a  strong  resolution  expressing  its  high  apprecia- 
tion of  his  services.  The  resolution  was  drawn  by  Josiah  William 
Bailey,  at  that  time  editor  of  The  Biblical  Recorder  and  teacher 
of  a  class  in  the  Sunday  school.  He  remained  a  member  of  the 
church  until  his  death  in  1946.  He  practiced  law  in  Raleigh  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  in  1930  he  was  elected  a  United  States 
Senator,  an  office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1946. 

Dr.  Carter's  pastorate  was  a  transition  period  for  the  church. 
He  greatly  strengthened  the  organizations,  particularly  among  the 
women  and  the  young  people,  and  left  the  church  in  a  strong 
position  spiritually  and  financially.  At  the  turn  of  the  century 
the  church  had  passed  through  its  days  of  struggles  and  had 
begun  an  era  of  prosperity  which  has  continued. 
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The  remainder  of  this  sketch  will  deal  less  with  incidents  and  Smooth 
individuals,  except  a  few  of  those  who  have  died.  That  is  not  Running 
because  the  achievements  of  the  last  63  years  have  been  less  Prosperity 
important  than  those  of  the  first  87  years.  In  fact,  the  contrary 
is  true.  But  struggles  for  existence  are  more  dramatic  than  smooth 
running  prosperity.  And  leaders  in  the  church  have  become  so 
numerous  that  to  discuss  some  of  them  would  inevitably  result 
in  the  omission  of  others  equally  worthy  of  mention. 

The  briefest  pastorate  in  the  modern  history  of  the  church 
ended  abruptly,  a  little  more  than  two  years  after  it  had  begun. 
To  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Carter,  the 
church  called  Dr.  A.  A.  Marshall  of  Forsyth,  Georgia.  He  entered 
upon  his  duties  March  30,  1900. 

One  of  Dr.  Marshall's  first  actions  was  to  secure  authority  to 
employ  a  city  missionary.  He  also  stimulated  greater  support  for 
educational  institutions,  particularly  the  Baptist  Female  Uni- 
versity of  Raleigh  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  But  Dr.  Marshall  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  see  his  plans  for  expansion  of  the  church  materialize. 
He  became  ill  in  1902,  and  in  April  the  church  employed  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Morton  to  act  as  a  supply  pastor  until  Dr.  Marshall 
should  be  able  to  resume  his  duties.  That  time  never  arrived, 
however,  and  in  August  the  church  was  stunned  when  informed 
at  the  Sunday  morning  service  that  the  pastor  had  died  a  short 
time  before.  A  memorial  service  was  held  on  August  20,  three 
days  after  the  death,  with  representatives  from  other  churches 
in  the  city  participating. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree,  then  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Durham,  was  called  to  succeed  Dr.  Marshall  in  a  very  unusual 
manner.  Following  the  memorial  service,  a  meeting  of  the  church 
conference  had  been  called  to  "take  steps"  toward  calling  a  new 
pastor.  The  "steps"  were  short  and  action  unprecedently  quick. 
A  committee  of  15  headed  by  J.  W.  Bailey  was  appointed  to 
recommend  a  new  pastor.  A  motion  was  made  that  a  secret 
ballot  be  taken  to  obtain  the  preference  of  all  members  of  the 
church  for  the  information  of  the  committee.  When  the  votes 
were  tabulated,  every  ballot  carried  the  name  of  Dr.  Tyree. 

It  seems  obvious  that  the  matter  of  a  new  pastor  had  been 
discussed  widely  during  the  five  days  after  the  memorial  service 
and  that  sentiment  had  centered  on  the  Durham  minister,  who 
was  well  known  in  Raleigh. 

The  same  cordial  relations  between  church  and  pastor  con-  1908 
tinued  until  he  resigned  in  September  1908  to  accept  a  call  to  a 
church  in  High  Point.  At  that  time  the  church  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion which  declared:  "The  distinctive  mark  of  his  ministry  has 
been  his  utter  and  unfailing  faithfulness  to  his  high  call  to  the 
souls  under  his  care. 

".  .  .  As  counsellor  and  leader  he  has  been  judicious  and  de- 
pendable, aggressive  and  efficient.  And  in  all  relations  ...  he 
has  been  a  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ." 

During  the  eight  years  of  Dr.  Tyree's  pastorate  the  member- 
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ship  increased  from  548  to  797,  the  church  was  remodeled  at  a 
cost  of  $32,000  and  gifts  to  missions  were  more  than  trebled. 

The  selection  of  the  next  pastor  was  more  deliberate.  On  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  R.  T.  Vann,  a  committee  of  three,  headed  by  W.  N. 
Jones,  was  appointed  to  select  12  others  to  act  with  them  in 
recommending  a  new  pastor.  The  committee  was  named  Sep- 
tember 14,  1910,  and  on  December  14  recommended  the  call  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Washington  O'Kelley,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  He 
came  to  Raleigh  in  January  1911  and  began  what  became  the 
longest  single  pastorate  of  the  church. 

The  committee  searched  diligently  for  the  best  available  pas- 
tor and  considered  a  number  of  ministers  nearer  home  before 
centering  upon  the  Missouri  pastor,  who  had  been  highly  rec- 
ommended by  leaders  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  After 
personal  contact  had  been  made  with  Dr.  O'Kelley,  the  committee 
and  the  church  both  unanimously  approved  his  election.  The 
relationship  between  pastor  and  people  became  a  happy  and 
enduring  one. 

Dr.  O'Kelley  was  a  native  of  Georgia.  He  was  graduated  from 
Mercer  University  and  received  his  theological  training  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary.  He  was  49  when  he  came  to  Ra- 
leigh, having  served  three  pastorates  in  Georgia  and  one  in 
Arkansas  before  going  to  St.  Joseph. 

Dr.  O'Kelley's  pastorate  was  not  only  the  longest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  church,  but  also  marked  by  the  greatest  growth 
ever  experienced.  The  membership  in  1910  was  774;  by  1926 
it  had  grown  to  1,343,  a  gain  of  73  per  cent.  Sunday  school 
membership  for  the  same  period  was  up  from  825  to  1,150,  or 
40  per  cent.  Financially  the  growth  of  the  church  was  even 
greater,  by  a  wide  margin.  Total  contributions  amounted  to 
$8,508  in  1910  and  by  1926  had  climbed  to  $63,268.99,  an  increase 
of  640  per  cent. 

It  is  true  that  much  of  this  growth  was  due  to  general  con- 
ditions. World  War  I  occurred  during  Dr.  O'Kelley's  pastorate, 
but  the  effects  of  that  war  were  far  different  from  those  of  the 
War  Between  the  States,  more  than  half  a  century  earlier.  The 
impact  of  the  earlier  war  was  severe  while  it  was  being  waged, 
and  it  was  followed  (in  the  South)  by  a  condition  approaching 
devastation.  After  World  War  I,  however,  there  was  great  eco- 
nomic prosperity  and  a  spiritual  reawakening,  particularly  among 
Baptists.  Shortly  after  the  end  of  the  war,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  began  a  $75,000,000  campaign  for  denominational 
causes,  which  pessimists  regarded  as  ridiculously  ambitious.  But 


the  campaign  succeeded,  and  it  succeeded  particularly  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh,  which  oversubscribed  its  $115,000 
quota  and  raised  $145,000.  Also,  a  $69,000  extension  was  built 
for  the  Sunday  school,  and  a  new  organ  was  purchased. 

But  while  general  conditions  aided  the  church  from  1911  to 
1927,  it  had  a  difficulty  to  overcome  which  still  persists.  Other 
Baptist  churches  in  the  city  were  also  prosperous  and  were 
growing  in  membership,  with  most  of  them  drawing  members 
from  the  "Mother  Church." 

In   1911   two  well  known  members  of  the  church,  George 
Marsh,  Sr.  and  Job  P.  Wyatt,  died. 

In  1912  the  church  proudly  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary.  The  100th 
The  Centennial  Celebration  began  Friday  evening,  March  8,  Anniversary 
and  was  continued  with  three  services  on  the  following  Sunday. 
At  the  first  service,  W.  N.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Deacons  and  a  former  president  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention, 
presided.  Historical  addresses  were  delivered  by  Thomas  H.  Briggs 
and  Major  William  A.  Graham,  both  of  whom  also  gave  personal 
reminiscences  of  their  long  association  with  the  church.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Briggs  had  been  a  member  of  the  Sunday  school  for 
56  years,  a  member  of  the  church  for  49  years  and  a  deacon  for 
two-thirds  of  that  time. 

On  Sunday,  Dr.  O'Kelley  preached  a  special  sermon  appropri- 
ate to  the  Centennial,  and  Sunday  afternoon  there  was  a  pro- 
gram for  and  by  young  people  with  Dr.  Burton  J.  Ray,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday  school,  presiding.  Sunday  night  Dr. 
Livingston  Johnson,  then  executive  secretary  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention,  spoke  of  the  relationship  between  this  church  and 
the  Convention.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  church  had  furnished 
four  presidents  of  the  Convention  and  numerous  officers.  The 
presidents  were  the  Rev.  Patrick  W.  Dowd,  J.  M.  Heck,  W.  A. 
Graham,  Jr.,  and  W.  N.  Jones,  the  latter  having  served  four 
terms. 

Whether  because  of  enthusiasm  generated  by  the  100th  birth- 
day or  simple  coincidence,  the  church  recorded  a  very  large 
gain  in  membership  in  1912,  the  number  rising  from  795  to  889, 
a  net  increase  of  94,  or  12  per  cent.  There  were  49  losses  and 
143  additions — 67  by  baptism  and  76  by  letter.  Of  the  latter 
number,  28  were  received  in  a  group  from  the  West  Raleigh 
Mission,  which  dissolved  after  a  plan  fell  through  to  combine 
that  institution  with  the  Johnson  Memorial  Chapel  and  erect  a 
new  church  in  Cameron  Park.  That  proposal  to  build  a  new 
church  was  abandoned  partly  because  of  the  high  cost  and  partly 
because  of  objections  of  residents  of  Cameron  Park  to  any  church 
in  the  area. 

In  1913  the  church  organized  its  first  Baptist  Young  People's 
Union.  In  the  same  year  Dr.  O'Kelley  declined  election  as  presi- 
dent of  Mercer  University  in  order  to  remain  in  the  Raleigh 
pastorate.  Also  in  that  year  he  was  chosen  to  preach  the  annual 
sermon  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  a  selection  that  is 
regarded  as  the  highest  honor  that  can  come  to  a  Baptist  minister. 
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The  First  Baptist  Church  once  more  entertained  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  in  1914.  The  Convention  has  continued  to  meet 
in  Raleigh  frequently,  but  since  1914  the  general  practice  has 
been  for  it  to  be  the  guest  of  all  the  Raleigh  Baptist  churches,  with 
the  meetings  usually  held  in  the  City  Auditorium.  In  1918  the 
practice  of  holding  joint  revivals  by  Baptist  churches  was  begun. 
However,  each  church  has  continued  to  hold  its  own  revival 
services  from  time  to  time. 

Unlike  the  custom  during  the  War  Between  the  States,  war 
work  for  soldiers  was  conducted  on  a  community  basis  rather 
than  by  individual  churches.  The  First  Baptist  Church,  however, 
did  convert  a  part  of  its  Sunday  school  facilities  into  a  club 
room  for  use  of  soldiers  stationed  at  nearby  Camp  Polk.  Because 
of  an  epidemic  of  Spanish  influenza  in  the  city,  no  services 
were  held  in  the  church  from  October  7  to  November  10,  1918. 

The  ban  on  public  meetings  was  lifted  just  in  time  for  the 
church  to  hold  a  Thanksgiving  service  on  November  12  in 
gratitude  to  God  for  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  on  the  pre- 
ceding day.  Also  a  page  in  the  records  of  the  church  was  set 
apart  in  memory  of  the  two  members  of  the  church  who  died 
in  active  service  during  the  war.  A  memorial  service  was  also 
held  for  these  members,  Captain  John  E.  Ray,  Jr.,  surgeon,  and 
Dj aimer  Marshburn,  a  naval  aviator. 

In  1919  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  adopted  a  five-year 
$75,000,000  program  for  missions  and  other  benevolences,  which 
were  combined  into  a  single  fund.  The  First  Baptist  Church 
responded  enthusiastically  to  this  program,  and  contributions 
for  all  purposes  increased  year  by  year,  rising  from  $23,797  in 
1919  to  $63,269  in  1926. 

Dr.  O'Kelley  was  the  first  minister  of  the  church  to  have  an 
assistant.  He  had  three  successively,  the  last  being  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Smith,  who  also  served  his  successor.  (The  church  now  has  a 
staff  of  six  to  assist  the  pastor.)  The  practice  of  employing 
organists  and  singers  also  began  during  this  period. 

In  1923  the  church  noted  the  deaths  of  Carey  J.  Hunter  and 
Major  W.  A.  Graham,  State  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  both 
of  whom  had  long  service  as  deacons. 

Also  in  1923  the  church  faced  a  decision  as  to  priority  of  its 
financial  needs.  There  were  old  debts  of  over  $8,000;  the  need 
of  a  new  organ  was  immediate  and  pressing,  and  the  Sunday 
school  had  outgrown  its  quarters.  The  rear  portion  of  the  Raney 
property  (the  old  Swepson  home  on  Hillsboro  Street)  had 
been  bought  for  new  Sunday  school  rooms.  With  its  characteristic 
stability  the  church  conference  decided  to  pay  its  debts,  buy  a 
new  organ,  and  expand — in  that  order. 

By  1925  the  other  two  projects  were  completed  and  the  build- 
ing committee  was  instructed  to  secure  plans  for  the  Sunday 
school  rooms  and  let  a  contract. 

The  church,  which  had  elected  four  deaconesses  in  1874  (all  of 
whom  had  died  some  time  earlier),  adopted  in  1925  a  permanent 
policy  of  including  women  in  the  diaconate.  Twelve  deaconesses 
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were  elected.  About  the  same  time  the  number  of  deacons  was  in- 
creased by  10,  and  all  of  the  new  posts  were  filled  by  young  men. 

In  the  same  year  the  church  appropriated  $200  for  a  new 
and  suitable  marker  for  the  grave  of  J.  D.  Nunn,  who  had  died 
50  years  earlier  and  bequeathed  his  entire  estate  of  over  $5,000 
to  the  church.  The  principal  of  the  fund  is  still  intact  and  re- 
mains the  largest  single  gift  ever  made  to  the  church  endowment. 

Dr.  O'Kelley's  fifteenth  anniversary  as  pastor  was  celebrated 
on  January  24,  1926.  Anniversary  greetings  were  extended  in 
behalf  of  the  organizations  of  the  church,  the  Raleigh  Ministerial 
Association  and  the  other  Baptist  churches  of  the  city.  Dr. 
Charles  E.  Maddry,  a  member  of  the  church  and  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  State  Baptist  Convention,  spoke  in  behalf  of  all 
North  Carolina  Baptists.  A  letter  was  read  from  Josephus  Daniels, 
voicing  the  high  esteem  in  which  Dr.  O'Kelley  was  held  by  all 
citizens  of  Raleigh. 

In  February,  1926  a  contract  for  the  Sunday  school  extension 
was  let,  and  the  new  building  was  occupied  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  A  bronze  tablet  was  placed  in  the  building  in  honor  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Dodd  (the  former,  at  one  time  mayor  of 
Raleigh)  who  headed  the  infants'  department  for  many  years. 

Although  he  did  not  die  until  a  year  later,  Dr.  O'Kelley  ended 
his  active  pastorate  in  July  1926,  when  he  occupied  his  pulpit 
for  the  last  time.  The  following  Sunday  he  preached  at  the 
dedication  of  the  new  St.  John's  Church  at  Charlotte,  and  a  few 
days  later  was  taken  ill.  In  December  he  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, which  the  church  refused  to  accept.  Dr.  O'Kelley  performed 
his  last  pastoral  act  in  a  letter  to  the  church,  which  was  read  at 
its  Christmas  service  in  1926. 

When  he  again  resigned  in  March  1927,  the  resignation  was 
accepted;  he  was  elected  Pastor  Emeritus  at  a  reduced  salary. 
The  pulpit  committee  which  was  appointed  did  not  report  until 
after  Dr.  O'Kelley  died  on  July  12.  A  memorial  service  was  held 
for  Dr.  O'Kelley  on  September  25,  1927,  and  on  November  1939 
the  church  elevator  was  dedicated  in  his  memory. 

During  the  pastor's  illness,  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  various 
ministers.  The  veteran  Dr.  R.  T.  Vann,  former  president  of 
Meredith  College  and  later  director  of  religious  education  of 
the  Baptist  State  Convention,  did  most  of  the  preaching  and  for 
several  months  served  as  acting  pastor. 

Dr.  J.  Powell  Tucker  of  Selma,  Alabama,  was  elected  pastor  1927 
on  September  21,  1927.  The  new  pastor  was  a  native  of  Green- 
ville but  spent  his  boyhood  in  Asheville,  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary.  A  wel- 


coming  service  was  held  for  him  on  November  27,  with  ministers 
of  other  Baptist  churches  and  other  denominations  participating. 

Dr.  Tucker  faced  conditions  quite  different  from  those  which 
his  predecessor  had  encountered.  Dr.  Tucker  arrived  here  during 
the  prosperous  period  which  had  prevailed  for  some  years.  A 
large  part  of  the  Tucker  tenure,  however,  was  accompanied  by 
the  worst  depression  the  country  had  ever  known.  And  the 
country  had  not  fully  recovered  from  the  depression  when  he 
left  after  a  stay  of  ten  years.  General  conditions  inevitably  had 
a  marked  effect  upon  the  congregation.  Contributions  fell  off, 
and  while  the  membership  increased,  it  was  at  a  very  slow  pace 
compared  to  the  gains  under  Dr.  O'Kelley. 

Dr.  Tucker  was  an  eloquent  preacher  and  a  sincere  man.  He 
had  many  devoted  followers  in  the  congregation  and  drew  large 
crowds  to  hear  him.  He  never  shunned  controversies,  and  at  times 
seemed  to  divide  the  church  and  at  other  times  to  unite  it. 

Shortly  before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Tucker,  the  parsonage  di- 
rectly across  the  street  from  the  church  was  abandoned  and  in 
1937  was  sold  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  $22,500.  Dr. 
Tucker  furnished  his  own  home.  Later,  a  new  parsonage  was 
purchased  on  Carr  Street  and  has  been  used  by  the  last  three 
pastors. 

In  1928  two  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  church  died.  Each 
had  served  on  the  Board  of  Deacons  for  many  years  and  had  been 
chairman  of  that  body. 

The  church  paid  tribute  in  May  to  Thomas  H.  Briggs,  whose 
80th  birthday  it  had  honored  at  a  special  service  on  Septem- 
ber 21,  1927.  Mr.  Briggs  was  the  last  link  between  the  church 
and  the  pre-war  period  of  the  19th  century.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Sunday  school  for  72  years,  a  church  member 
for  65  years  and  a  deacon  for  50  years.  He  was  a  successful 
business  man. 

In  October  the  church  officially  mourned  the  death  of  Wes- 
ley N.  Jones,  who  died  at  the  age  of  75.  He,  too,  had  been  a 
member  of  this  church  when  it  was  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church, 
joining  it  in  1869.  At  the  time  he  was  a  printer  in  Raleigh. 
Later  he  attended  Wake  Forest  College  and  began  the  practice 
of  law  in  Raleigh.  He  served  the  church  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school,  trustee  and  deacon  (for  30  years)  and  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Deacons  (for  over  20  years).  He  served 
both  Wake  Forest  College  and  Meredith  College  for  many  years 
as  attorney  and  was  also  at  one  time  chairman  of  the  Meredith 
board.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  for 
four  years  (1905-1908).  A  resolution  adopted  by  the  church  at 
the  time  of  his  death  declared:   "In  the  management  of  the 


financial  affairs  of  this  church  his  name  came  first  on  the  list 
both  in  service  and  in  gifts." 

In  1930  a  unique  "Appreciation  Service"  was  held  for  the  2930 
venerable  Dr.  Richard  Tillman  Vann,  who  was  then  79  years 
old.  He  had  spent  his  life  in  work  for  the  Baptist  denomination, 
having  served  several  pastorates  (his  longest  at  Scotland  Neck 
and  Wake  Forest)  before  becoming  president  of  the  Baptist  Fe- 
male University  shortly  after  it  was  founded  in  1891.  During 
his  tenure  the  standards  of  the  college  were  greatly  improved. 
He  was  responsible  for  changing  the  name  to  Meredith  College 
and  initiated  the  removal  of  the  institution  to  its  present  lo- 
cation, where  he  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Brewer.  After 
resigning  from  the  presidency  of  Meredith,  Dr.  Vann  spent  a 
number  of  years  as  educational  secretary  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention. 

During  all  of  his  stay  in  Raleigh,  Dr.  Vann  was  an  active 
and  influential  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  The  spon- 
taneous "service  of  appreciation"  was  without  parallel  before 
or  since.  Several  addresses  were  delivered,  most  of  them  men- 
tioning the  remarkable  manner  in  which  he  had  overcome  the 
handicap  of  having  his  arms  injured  and  amputated  when  he 
was  a  youth.  Despite  the  fact  that  his  arms  were  only  stubs,  he 
was  able  to  live  a  normal  life  and  to  shoot  birds  on  the  wing. 

The  State  Baptist  Convention  celebrated  its  100th  anniver-  Convention 
sary  here  in  1930.  Because  of  the  close  association  between     Comes  Home 
the  convention  and  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Church   (which  later 
became  the  First  Baptist  Church)  the  Centennial  Session  was  held 
in  this  church  instead  of  at  the  City  Auditorium. 

The  church  records  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Tucker  con- 
tain less  information  of  achievements  and  divisions  within  the 
church  than  those  of  any  comparable  period  in  its  history.  The 
church  was  alive  and  active,  and  while  contributions  dropped 
sharply  because  of  the  depression,  attendance  at  church  services 
was  high,  and  Dr.  Tucker's  sermons  were  well  received.  Church 
membership  rose  to  1,424  from  1,292  when  he  arrived.  The 
church  debt,  which  had  been  incurred  for  the  Sunday  School 
extension,  was  reduced  from  $24,000  to  $4,000. 

Dr.  Tucker  resigned  on  November  10,  1937,  to  accept  a  call 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Orlando,  Florida.  The  first  re- 
action of  the  congregation  was  to  defer  action  on  the  resigna- 
tion. Dr.  Tucker,  however,  insisted  upon  his  resignation,  and 
it  was  unanimously  accepted  on  November  24,  1937,  to  become  ef- 
fective on  the  third  Sunday  in  December. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  were  given  a  large  farewell  reception 
on  December  15,  and  the  entire  congregation  manifested  the 
same  cordiality  with  which  he  had  been  greeted  on  his  arrival 
ten  years  earlier. 

The  manner  in  which  the  church  membership  submerged  its 
differences  for  the  good  of  the   church  as  a   whole  attested 


anew  the  stability  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  the  spirit  in 
which  Dr.  Tucker  terminated  his  pastorate  was  greatly  to  his 
credit. 

The  church  employed  Dr.  Frank  Poole,  then  on  leave  from 
Furman  University  for  study  at  Duke  University,  to  supply  the 
pulpit  until  a  new  pastor  could  be  secured. 

"Four  happy  years" — that  was  the  way  the  church's  next  pastor, 
Dr.  Sydnor  L.  Stealey,  summed  up  his  brief,  but  well  remembered, 
pastorate  at  a  farewell  service  held  for  him  shortly  before  the  end 
of  his  stay  (1938-1942). 
1938  The  sentiment  was  echoed  by  the  congregation.  Dr.  Stealey  had 

been  called  by  the  church  in  May  1938  after  a  committee,  headed 
by  W.  L.  Wyatt,  had  investigated  him  thoroughly  and  a  majority  of 
them  had  heard  him  preach  in  the  church  which  he  was  then 
serving  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  Dr.  Stealey,  who  was  then  41,  was 
born  in  West  Virginia  and  attended  schools  in  Virginia  and  Okla- 
homa. He  was  graduated  from  the  Baptist  University  of  Oklahoma 
and  taught  for  two  years  at  William  Jewell  College  in  Missouri 
before  attending  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He 
received  his  master's  and  doctor's  degrees  at  the  Seminary  and 
taught  there  for  three  years.  Prior  to  going  to  Richmond,  he  held 
two  pastorates  in  Kentucky  and  one  in  Indiana. 
Best  Although  Dr.  Stealey  had  a  wide  reputation  as  a  scholar  and 

Remembered  preacher,  he  is  perhaps  best  remembered  in  Raleigh  as  a  pastor. 
as  a  Pastor  As  ne  said  in  his  farewell  statement,  "We  have  worked  together. 

We  have  married  and  buried  and  smiled  and  wept  together."  One 
incident  illustrates  the  extent  to  which  he  visited  his  flock  during 
what  he  termed  "the  Raleigh  pastorate."  Several  years  after  he 
left  Raleigh  he  was  back  in  the  city  to  speak  at  Meredith  College. 
On  his  way  to  the  college  he  was  to  drop  a  friend  at  his  home. 
When  the  friend  told  him  to  turn  at  the  next  corner,  Dr.  Stealey 
said:  "You  do  not  have  to  tell  me  where  to  turn.  I  know  where 
the  street  is,  and  I  can  tell  you  who  lives  in  every  house  on  it." 
Dr.  Stealey  did  just  that  as  he  drove  along  three  blocks  of  the 
street. 

During  Dr.  Stealey's  pastorate  the  membership  of  the  church 
increased  from  1,424  to  1,640,  despite  a  purging  of  the  rolls  to 
eliminate  "dead  wood."  Contributions  increased  substantially, 
rising  from  $31,000  to  $45,000.  Also  the  church  eliminated  its 
small  debt  and  stayed  out  of  debt. 

Dr.  Stealey  left  shortly  after  World  War  II  began,  but  in  May 
1941  (seven  months  before  the  United  States  entered  the  war)  the 
church  made  its  Sunday  school  rooms  available  to  the  Red  Cross 
for  work  rooms.  A  year  earlier  the  church  voted  to  support  whole- 
heartedly the  British  Baptist  Mission  Fields,  which  were  suffering 
because  of  war  conditions. 

The  church  memorialized  Mrs.  Tranquilla  H.  Dowell,  who  died 
in  1941  at  the  age  of  85.  She  had  been  a  deaconess  of  the  church 
for  many  years. 

Effective  January  1,  1941,  the  church  adopted  the  rotation  sys- 
tem for  electing  deacons  and  deaconesses,  who  had  previously  been 
elected  for  life.  However,  it  was  provided  that  those  existing 
members  who  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy  or  should  reach 
that  age  thereafter  while  serving  on  the  diaconate  should  become 
life  members.  The  number  of  deacons  and  deaconesses  other  than 
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life  members  was  fixed  at  28  and  12  respectively.  To  fill  out  those 
numbers,  seven  new  deacons  and  three  new  deaconesses  were 
elected  for  four-year  terms.  The  others  remaining  on  the  diaconate 
were  given  terms  of  1,  2  and  3  years  by  lot.  Under  the  rotation 
plan  no  deacon  or  deaconess  can  be  elected  again  within  one  year 
of  the  expiration  of  his  or  her  term. 

Dr  Stealey  resigned  on  June  18,  1942,  the  resignation  to  become 
effective  July  31.  He  and  Mrs.  Stealey  were  given  a  reception  on 
June  30  and  were  presented  a  large  silver  service.  A  farewell 
service  was  held  on  July  5,  and  a  short  history  of  the  church  to 
that  date  was  read  by  the  late  Willis  G.  Briggs,  long  an  unofficial 
historian  of  the  church  who  died  in  1954. 

After  leaving  Raleigh,  Dr.  Stealey  became  a  professor  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  In  1951  he  became  the 
first  president  of  the  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
which  is  located  on  the  old  campus  of  Wake  Forest  College.  He 
still  holds  that  position. 

In  August  1942  the  church  engaged  Dr.  Charles  H.  Durham, 
pastor  emeritus  of  the  Lumberton  Baptist  Church  and  one  of  the 
best  known  ministers  in  the  State,  to  be  acting  pastor  until  a  new 
pastor  could  be  secured. 

The  acting  pastorate  lasted  longer  than  anyone  had  anticipated.  Active 
It  was  nearly  a  year  before  a  new  pastor  was  called  and  even  Interval 
longer  before  he  assumed  his  duties  here.  The  church  was  active, 
and  Dr.  Durham,  despite  his  advanced  years,  preached  regularly 
to  responsive  congregations.  Contributions  and  church  member- 
ship remained  at  approximately  the  same  levels  attained  under 
Dr.  Stealey. 

A  mission  was  established  on  Cary  Street,  later  taken  over  by 
the  Baptist  Council.  The  church  also  engaged  in  war  work  of 
various  kinds,  largely  through  two  monthly  contributions.  One 
was  to  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  which  housed,  fed  and  enter- 
tained visiting  soldiers.  The  other  went  to  a  U.  S.  O.  Club  operated 
by  the  Salvation  Army.  A  service  flag,  an  American  flag,  and  a 
Christian  flag  were  placed  in  the  Sunday  school  auditorium. 

The  church  also  arranged  for  transportation  to  and  from  the 
church  for  State  College  students,  an  arrangement  which  had 
previously  been  provided  for  only  Meredith  students. 

The  church  also  adopted  two  resolutions  addressed  to  the  1943 
Legislature  and  transmitted  them  through  Dr.  Durham.  One  reso- 
lution asked  adoption  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  statewide  liquor 
referendum.  The  other  requested  defeat  of  a  bill  to  establish  a 
wine  control. 

The  pulpit  committee,  which  had  been  appointed  on  June  10,  1943 
1942,  reported  on  May  30,  1943.  For  the  second  consecutive  time, 
the  church  went  to  Virginia  for  a  new  pastor,  this  time  to  Norfolk. 
Dr.  Broadus  E.  Jones,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  that  city  for  eight  years,  was  called  and  accepted,  ef- 
fective August  22. 
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Dr.  Jones,  who  was  47  when  he  came  here,  was  a  native  of 
Georgia  and  a  graduate  of  Mercer  University.  He  attended  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  where  he  received  the 
Master  of  Theology  degree.  He  also  did  further  graduate  work 
at  the  seminary  and  at  Columbia  University.  Dr.  Jones  began 
preaching  while  at  Mercer  and  held  several  temporary  pastorates 
while  completing  his  studies.  Before  going  to  Norfolk,  he  was 
pastor  at  Cedartown,  Georgia,  and  at  Hendersonville. 

The  pastorate  of  Dr.  Jones  resembled  that  of  Dr.  O'Kelley  in 
several  respects.  Both  were  eloquent  preachers  and  diligent  pas- 
tors, and  each  had  a  long  and  fruitful  pastorate  here.  The  service 
of  Dr.  Jones  lacked  only  a  few  months  of  equalling  that  of  Dr. 
O'Kelley,  who  had  the  longest  continuous  tenure  of  any  minister 
in  the  history  of  the  church.  Also  both  men  were  forced  to  resign 
because  of  illness.  Although  his  health  does  not  permit  him  to 
continue  the  heavy  strain  of  pastoring  a  large  church,  happily, 
Dr.  Jones  has  recovered  sufficiently  to  continue  as  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation  and  to  do  occasional  supply  preaching  for 
neighboring  churches. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Jones,  the  church  grew  and  pros- 
pered. The  membership  increased;  annual  contributions  for  all 
causes  increased  from  $45,000  to  $140,000;  and  repairs  and  im- 
provements upon  the  church  building  and  the  organ  totalled  ap- 
proximately $200,000.  All  of  that  left  an  indebtedness  of  only 
$25,000,  and  in  the  last  year  of  his  pastorate  the  church  felt  it  was 
safe  to  borrow  money  again  when  a  large  lot  for  future  expansion 
was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $170,000. 

With  a  view  to  extensive  renovations  the  church  had  begun  to 
accumulate  a  building  fund  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Stealey. 
Plans  for  the  expansion  went  forward  while  Dr.  Durham  was 
acting  pastor.  Architects  were  employed,  but  the  actual  work 
did  not  start  until  after  Dr.  Jones'  arrival. 

When  all  the  work  had  been  done,  the  church  auditorium  had 
been  air  conditioned,  had  been  completely  redecorated,  and  had 
new  pews  and  carpets.  The  lighting  had  also  been  greatly  im- 
proved. The  sanctuary  lights  and  fixtures  were  presented  by 
Mrs.  J.  Rufus  Hunter  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  who  had 
died  in  1951,  at  the  age  of  86,  after  being  a  leader  in  the  church 
for  nearly  50  years. 

The  work  also  included  complete  renovation  and  rearrange- 
ment of  the  Sunday  school  rooms  and  a  great  deal  of  work  on 
the  exterior  of  the  building,  which  included  replacing  some  por- 
tions of  the  walls,  caulking  and  a  new  outer  coating  for  the 
structure.  All  of  this  totalled  well  over  $200,000. 

The  last  work  to  be  done  was  begun  in  1957  when  the  35-year 
old  organ  was  modernized  at  a  cost  of  $32,000.  The  replacements 
and  additions  to  the  organ  gave  it  a  value  of  $85,000,  when 
rededicated  at  a  special  recital  on  October  4,  1959. 

During  Dr.  Jones'  pastorate  the  diaconate  was  enlarged  twice 
and  now  consists  of  44  deacons  and  16  deaconesses  serving  four- 
year  staggered  terms  in  addition  to  life  members. 

In  1949,  after  careful  explanation  that  "infant  baptism"  was 
not  remotely  involved,  the  church  adopted  a  new  type  of  service, 
the  "dedication"  of  their  children  by  parents. 

In  the  same  year  the  church  mourned  the  death  of  W.  A. 


50 


Yost,  who  had  been  Church  Treasurer  for  38  years  and  had 
served  Meredith  College  in  the  same  capacity  for  many  years. 

In  1953  the  church  celebrated  the  tenth  anniversary  of  Dr. 
Jones'  pastorate  with  no  thought  that  the  relationship  of  church 
and  pastor  would  be  terminated  before  the  end  of  another  decade. 

After  many  months  of  illness,  marked  by  apparent  recoveries 
followed  by  relapses,  on  June  10,  1959,  Dr.  Jones  submitted  his 
resignation  as  pastor;  and  it  was  accepted  "with  sorrow  and  deep 
regret."  On  the  same  date  a  committee  was  appointed  to  secure 
a  new  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Roberts  C.  Lasater  was  elected 
Interim  Pastor.  Actually,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lasater,  who  had  been 
Associate  Minister,  had  served  as  acting  pastor  for  some  months; 
and  he  continued  to  do  so  until  the  following  January. 

On  August  30,  1959,  the  church  purchased  the  Johnson  property  Prepai'ation 
on  Hillsboro  Street  at  a  price  of  $170,000,  which  necessitated  a  j0r  Expansion 
new  debt  of  $195,000,  as  a  balance  of  $25,000  remained  of  the 
debt  incurred  for  renovations  and  improvements.  Negotiations 
for  this  purchase  had  been  in  progress  when  Dr.  Jones  became 
ill.  The  rear  end  of  the  lot  (100  by  210  feet)  is  directly  west 
of  the  present  Sunday  school  building,  affording  ample  space 
for  expansion  of  the  church  plant. 

In  July  the  pulpit  committee  had  solicited  recommendations 
concerning  a  new  pastor.  The  invitation  produced  62  "good 
names,"  and  the  committee  was  confronted  with  the  most 
elaborate  screening  process  in  the  church's  history.  By  Janu- 
ary 10  the  committee  had  completed  its  task  and  recommended 
the  present  pastor,  Dr.  John  M.  Lewis.  He  was  immediately 
elected  by  the  church  conference. 

In  its  report,  the  committee  termed  Dr.  Lewis  "a  person  ca- 
pable of  enriching  our  spiritual  life;  a  person  with  recognized 
ability  and  experience  in  preaching;  a  person  with  such  qualities 
of  leadership  as  would  enable  him  to  appeal  to  all  ages  and 
groups  in  our  church,  particularly  to  our  youth;  and  finally,  a 
person  capable  of  directing  the  many  organizations  and  activities 
comprising  the  full  church  life  of  our  total  membership." 

The  committee  also  referred  to  Dr.  Lewis,  then  38,  as  a  man 
who  could  be  counted  upon  to  furnish  "dynamic  leadership."  The 
church  has  had  no  reason  to  question  the  appraisal  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  Lewis  is  a  graduate  of  Stetson  University  and  holds  the 
degrees  of  Th.M.  and  Th.D.  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  Before  coming  to  this  church,  he  had  extensive  ex- 
perience in  both  teaching  and  as  a  pastor.  He  has  held  pastorates 
in  Florida,  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  his  last  pastorate  having  been 
that  of  the  Montrose  Baptist  Church  at  Richmond,  Virginia.  He 
was  Associate  Professor  of  Christian  Theology  at  the  Southern 
Seminary  for  two  years.  In  1960  he  was  completing  his  second 
year  as  Professor  of  Religion  and  Director  of  Religious  Activities 
at  Meredith  College. 

Dr.  Lewis  became  pastor  of  this  church  on  February  1,  1960,  1960 
on  a  part-time  basis.  Since  June  1  of  that  year  he  has  been 
the  full-time  (and  for  the  minister  of  a  large  church  it  is  al- 
most literally  that)  pastor. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Lewis  the  church  faces  the  future 
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with  confidence  that  its  high  traditions  will  be  upheld  and  that 
its  greatest  achievements  lie  in  the  future. 

Many  factors  have  been  responsible  for  the  stability  which 
has  characterized  this  church  in  the  past.  Some  of  them  are  the 
devotion  of  its  members,  the  high  caliber  of  its  ministers,  the 
balance  of  age  and  youth  in  its  membership  and  a  missionary 
spirit  which  has  been  manifested  at  home  and  abroad  for  many 
years.  The  church  has  not  only  devoted  much  effort  and  given 
up  many  members  in  order  to  establish  new  churches  throughout 
the  Raleigh  area,  but  it  has  supported  missionaries  in  other  lands 
for  more  than  half  a  century.  The  first  to  go  was  Mrs.  Foy 
Johnson  Willingham,  later  Mrs.  J.  S.  Farmer  who  served  in 
Japan  from  1911  to  1921.  Mrs.  Farmer  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Livingston  Johnson,  one  of  the  most  revered  figures  in 
Baptist  history,  who  divided  most  of  his  mature  years  between 
the  executive  secretaryship  of  the  State  Baptist  Convention  and 
the  editorship  of  The  Biblical  Recorder.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  this  church  while  occupying  both  of  those  positions. 

Mrs.  Farmer,  who  is  still  quite  active  in  the  work  of  this 
church,  was  followed  successively  by  Dr.  H.  Hudson  McMillan 
(China  and  the  Bahamas)  and  Dr.  C.  Winfield  Applewhite  — 
who  was  "adopted"  by  the  church  in  1955  and  is  still  on  active 
duty  in  Indonesia. 

Because  of  its  location  the  church  has  always  had  a  sizeable 
number  of  ordained  ministers  in  its  membership  including  those 
retired,  those  serving  the  denomination,  and,  since  1951,  stu- 
dents at  Southeastern  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest.  This  fact  has 
made  easier  the  task  of  the  pulpit  supply  committee  when 
needing  a  guest  minister  for  any  occasion. 

The  devotion  of  members  of  the  church  is  a  part  of  its  highest 
traditions.  As  an  illustration,  seven  members  were  on  a  recent 
Sunday  morning  sitting  in  the  same  pew.  None  of  them  was 
related  except  by  marriage,  and  one  or  more  grandparents  of 
each  of  them  had  been  active  members  of  the  church. 

Another  evidence  of  the  devotion  of  the  members  to  the  church 
has  been  the  large  number  of  permanent  endowments  for  the 
church  and  its  organizations  established  by  the  wills  of  deceased 
members.  There  are  12  of  these  funds,  dating  back  to  1875.  To 
the  credit  of  the  integrity  and  confidence  of  church  officials 
the  principal  of  each  of  these  funds  has  been  kept  intact,  and 
the  income  used  only  for  the  purposes  designated  in  each  bequest. 

The  names  of  the  donors  and  the  amounts  of  the  bequests 
are:  James  D.  Nunn,  (1875)  $6,127.07;  Selina  Jenkins,  (1899) 
$356.78;  Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Swepson,  (1901)  $1,000;  W.  E.  Faison, 
(1911)  $500;  Fannie  E.  S.  Heck,  (1915)  $100;  Eugene  Schill- 
ing, (1929)  $500;  Mollie  B.  Wyatt,  (1929)  $500;  Mrs.  Sarah  G. 
Briggs,  (1938)  $1,000;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Penny,  (1947)  $1,000;  Eliza- 
beth Bellamy  Peele,  (1948)  $1,000;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Briggs  Pitt- 
man,  (1949)  $300;  Mrs.  Annie  Wade  Parker,  (1950)  $1,000. 

The  balance  in  age,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
utilized,  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  stability  of  the  church. 
Under  the  rotation  system  the  diaconate  contains  many  young 
people  while  they  are  balanced  by  the  life  members.  For  example, 
the  two  senior  deacons  now  are  N.  A.  Dunn  and  T.  W.  Brewer, 
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both  of  whom  were  active  members  of  this  church  since  well 
before  the  end  of  the  last  century. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  a 
downtown  church  which  has  been  a  disastrous  handicap  for 
many  old  churches.  But  the  First  Baptist  of  Raleigh  has  sur- 
vived much  greater  obstacles  in  the  past,  and  it  will  survive 
this  one.  And  it  retains  the  advantage  of  a  membership  repre- 
sentative of  the  entire  city. 

"Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  led  us  ...  "  The  struggles  and 
fruits  of  faith  through  fifteen  decades  have  bequeathed  to 
us  a  rich  and  inspiring  heritage.  The  earnestness  of  that 
faith  is  continuing  challenge;  the  outreach  of  that  faith  is 
a  call  to  increased  devotion,  Henceforth  —  God  would  lead 
us  through  faith's  continuing  confession  in  this  great  church 
to  "launch  out  into  the  deep"  for  greater  years  of  service 
and  sacrifice  to  come.  Grateful  and  indebted  to  our  faithful 
forbears,  and  inspired  by  their  example,  we  take  courage, 
and  move  into  the  future  with  joyous  devotion  to  Christ, 
our  Saviour,  who  is  Lord  of  the  Church. 


Henceforth  .  .  .  Greater  Things  .  .  . 
Through  Faith 

Thinking  over  one's  membership  in  this  Church  during  a 
long  period  of  years,  one  is  not  able  fully  to  appraise  its 
value.  From  it  much  has  been  received.  To  it  and  through 
it  much  has  been  given.  To  all,  the  receiving  and  the  giving 
have  been  an  eternally  rewarding  experience. 

The  exposition  of  sacred  truth  has  been  profound;  the 
response  of  the  people  has  been  evidenced  by  their  great 
faith,  their  prayers,  and  their  active  devotion  to  the  Church 
and  its  programs  of  worship  and  service  at  home  and  abroad. 
Having  faith  in  divine  intention  and  seeking  to  know  and  do 
His  will  have  given  purpose  and  meaning  to  life.  Working 
together  has  brought  enriching  fellowship. 

The  examples  of  faith,  courage  and  unselfish  devotion 
hitherto  found  in  the  congregation  of  this  Church  should 
inspire  and  guide  us  henceforth  to  undertake  greater  things 
in  the  name  of  Christ. 

W.  Herbert  Weatherspoon, 
General  Chairman 
Sesquicentennial  Celebration 

The  minister,  Dr.  John  M.  Lewis,  was  requested  to  write  the 
presentations  on  "Faith"  appearing  on  pages  2,  6,  10  and  14. 
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The  Sesquicentennial 
Program  Features 


Sunday,  March  4,  1962 
Morning — John  M.  Lewis,  Th.D. 
Assisted  in  Communion  by  Dr.  S.  L. 

Stealey  and  Dr.  Broadus  E.  Jones, 

former  pastors. 

Evening — Carlyle  Marney,  Th.D. 
Minister,  Myers  Park  Baptist 

Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Music — Choir  of  First  Baptist 

Church 


Marney 


Tuesday,  March  6,  1962 
Evening — Glenn  L.  Archer,  LL.B. 
Executive  Director,  Protestants  and 
Other  Americans  United  for  the 
Separation  of  Church  and  State, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Music — Campbell  College  Choir 


Archer 


Wednesday,  March  7,  1962 

Evening — Roy  O.  McClain,  M.A., 
Th.D. 

Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church, 

Atlanta.  Ga. 
Music — Meredith  College  Choir 


McClain 


Thursday,  March  8,  1962 


E  ve  n  i  n  g— Br  oaks  ...Haysr  LL.B,  ■ 
-gp&GWrUAssistant  to  the  President  n/. 


Music — Choir  of  Southeastern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary 


Hays 


Sunday,  March  11,  1962 

Morning — Baker  James  Cauthen. 
M.A..  Th.D. 

Executive  Secretary,  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Board  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention. 

Music — Choir  of  First  Baptist 
Church 


Cauthen 


The  Church  Staff 


P.   T.  RlDEOUT 

Church  Host 
Building  Superintendent 


Rosalie  Hunter 
Maid 


James  Keith 
Sexton 


The  Board  of  Deacons 


Front  row:  B.  Y.  Tyner*,  T.  Jack  Bagby,  Jr.,  R.  B.  Car- 
penter, Robert  N  Simms,  Jr.,  Clyde  Eby,  James  F.  Powell, 
Bertram  A.  Jones,  Earl  H.  Hostetler*,  Wm.  L.  Wyatt,  Jr., 
M.  B.  Koonce*,  Joe  W.  Garrett,  Secretary,  Donald  R.  Nis- 
wonger,  Associate  Minister  and  Youth  Director. 

Second  row:  Dr.  John  M.  Lewis,  Minister,  Dr.  J.  J.  Combs, 
Chairman,  W.  F.  Morris*,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Newbold,  Mrs.  M.  O. 
Alexander*,  Miss  Gladys  Dewar,  Mrs.  Foy  J.  Farmer*,  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Layfield*,  Mrs.  Carl  Goerch,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Beam,  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Smith,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Barrett*,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Weather- 
spoon*,  Miss  Nell  Barker,  E.  F.  Canady. 

Third  row:  C.  F.  Gaddy,  Frank  Parker*,  Henry  F.  Fau- 
cette*,  Dr.  L.  L.  Carpenter,  Coite  H.  Jones,  Luther  F  Yost*, 
E.  L.  Layfield*,  Wm.  L.  Wyatt*,  T.  W.  Brewer*,  Mrs.  Lucile 
Joslin,  Miss  Ruth  Wilson,  Miss  Ellen  Brewer,  Mrs.  Albert 


E.  Haskins,  Mrs.  Wade  M.  Gallant,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Trentman, 
J.  Yates  Parker,  Lynn  G.  Maddrey,  George  J.  Dowell*,  Guy 
Rawls,  James  A.  Graham,  J.  Gordon  Riddick. 

Back  Row:  J.  E.  Hunter,  Dr.  Edwin  S.  Preston,  Rufus  A. 
Hunter,  Dr.  H.  Royster  Chamblee,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Dewar,  Larry 
E.  Ball,  Charles  D.  Barham,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Valentine,  Richard 
L.  Rice,  Edwin  S.  Preston,  Jr.,  Mack  D.  Perry,  Jr.,  Roy  B. 
Williams,  Roy  M.  Purser,  Jr.,  Jack  F.  Moore,  Wm.  H.  Simp- 
son, Vice-Chairman,  Edgar  M.  Wyatt,  Charles  H.  Apperson, 
Marvin  B.  Koonce,  Jr.,  Charles  Lee  Smith,  Jesse  A.  Helms. 

Absent  for  Photograph:  T.  A.  Bone,  J.  P.  Brassfield,  C.  J. 
Curry*,  Clyde  A.  Douglass*,  N.  A.  Dunn*,  Dr.  M.  A.  Hug- 
gins,  John  E.  Hunter,  William  T.  Joyner,  Dr.  L.  A.  Peacock, 
W.  H.  Weatherspoon*,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brewer*,  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Briggs*,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Harrill,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Norris,  Mrs.  Frank 
Parker,  Mrs.  J.  Clyde  Turner*,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Wood. 


*  Life  Member 


Two  other  missionaries  were  supported  by  this  church:  R.  S. 
Stephenson,  City  Missionary  in  the  early  1900's;  and  Dr.  J.  C. 
Anders,  Medical  Missionary  to  Nigeria,  1930-1937. 


The  Choir 


Back  Row:  H.  J.  Perry,  Dr.  Arthur  Hayes,  Richard  Curlee, 
Brown  Hicks,  Dr.  E.  F.  Canaday,  Joseph  Bouchard,  Carl 
Duke,  Douglas  Collier. 

Middle  Row:  Jean  Tucker,  Annette  McFall,  Martha  Mor- 
gan, Alyce  Carroll,  Scott  Beaver,  Nellie  Kemp,  Virginia 
White,  Pauline  Wood,  Jean  Tharrington,  Carolyn  Hunter, 
Nell  Barker. 


Front  Row:  Thelma  Riley,  Madge  Dillard,  Frances  Nipper. 
Meredith  Byrd,  Annie  Edwards,  Helen  Davis,  Lena  Gilbert. 
Llewellyn  Sours,  Susie  Tigar,  Bessie  Sandlin. 


Not  in  Picture:  William  Abrams,  Geneva  Barnhill,  Sallie 
Beam,  G.  S.  Blomme,  David  Boyles,  George  Brown,  Dr. 
H.  R.  Chamblee,  Alice  Graham,  Judy  Graves,  Mary  Helms, 
Anne  Hocutt,  D.  S.  Hoover,  Mary  Paul  Johnson,  Betty  Lee, 
Robert  Lewis,  Carrie  Moody,  A.  T.  Olive,  Lee  Pass,  Elizabeth 
Stillwell,  Mrs.  Virginia  White. 

Dr.  John  M.  Lewis,  Minister;  Dr.  Harry  E.  Cooper,  Or- 
ganist; Rev.  Donald  R.  Niswonger,  Associate  Minister. 


Scenes 
from  Today's 
Church 


Old  Timers 


The  Future  is  in 
the  Nurseries 


A  Boy  Scout 
Croup  adds 
to  the  Challenge 


Baby  Dedication 


Sesquicentennial  Committees 

W.  H.  WEATHERSPOON,  General  Chairman 

E.  H.  Hostetler  Edwin  S.  Preston,  Sr. 

W.  T.  Joyner  Mrs.  Foy  J.  Farmer 

Edgar  Wyatt  Charles  Lee  Smith 

Joseph  J.  Combs  Coite  Jones 

W.  B.  Dewar  Mrs.  Robert  Yancey,  Sr. 

T.  W.  Brewer  Roy  Purser 

Clyde  Douglass  Wm.  L.  Wyatt,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Albert  Haskins  Mrs.  Louis  Woodward 

C.  C.  Cameron  E.  L.  Layfield 

Wm.  Lassiter  John  Hunter 

Mrs.  R.  N.  Simms,  Jr.  Marvin  Koonce,  Jr. 

James  A.  Graham  Harry  E.  Cooper 

Robert  A.  Ponton  Robert  E.  Williams 

Mrs.  W.  Hal  Trentman  L.  L.  Carpenter 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Baucom  Carl  Goerch 

Jesse  Helms  Edwin  S.  Preston,  Jr. 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Harrill  Mrs.  J.  Everette  Miller 

R.  Mclver  Allen  Mrs.  H.  A.  Wood 

M.  A.  Huggins  H.  Royster  Chamblee 

PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 
M.  A.  Huggins,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Foy  J.  Farmer  W.  T.  Joyner 

Dr.  J.  Clyde  Turner  Mrs.  Albert  Haskins 

Dr.  L.  L.  Carpenter  Mrs.  Robt.  Yancey,  Sr. 

Dr.  John  Lewis  Coite  Jones 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
W.  B.  Dewar,  Chairman  Mrs.  R.  N.  Simms,  Jr. 

James  A.  Graham  R.  Mclver  Allen 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE 
Harry  E.  Cooper,  Chairman  Mrs.  J.  Everette  Miller 

H.  Royster  Chamblee  Mrs.  H.  A.  Wood 

PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
Edwin  S.  Preston,  Sr.,  Chairman 

Historical  Album — Mrs.  C.  D.  Baucom 
Historical  Room 
Edgar  M.  Wyatt 
Mrs.  W.  Hal  Trentman 

Co-Chairmen 
Mrs.  Louis  Woodward 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Baucom 
Historical  Sketch — Robert  E.  Williams,  Mrs.  W.  Hal  Trentman 
Historical  Volume — Charles  Lee  Smith  and 
Edwin  S.  Preston,  Sr. 

PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE 

L.  L.  Carpenter,  Chairman 
Jesse  Helms  Marvin  Koonce,  Jr. 

Carl  Goerch  Edwin  S.  Preston,  Jr. 

Robert  A.  Ponton  Robert  L.  Brooks 

HOSPITALITY  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Harrill,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Yancey,  Sr.  Earl  H.  Hostetler 
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DATE  DUE 


APR 


AY  2  61 


OCT  2 
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